
Transcription of the Will of John Willingale who died 1859 
 

This is the last will and testament 
of me John  Willingale of  _____, 4 Banks Terrace, South Grove, Mile End Road in 

the Parish of St. Dunstans, Stepney in the County of Middlesex. Commercial 

Traveller. Whereas I hold as mortgages for securing to me the due payment of the 

sum of three hundred and fifteen pounds with an arrear of interest thereon owing to 

me from my brother Thomas Samuel Willingale the assignment of a policy of 

assurance No 2210 effected in the National Provident Institution for the sum of two 

thousand pounds payable upon the death of one Charles James Holman now I hereby 

direct my executors hereinafter named with all convenient speed after my decease to 

make sale and absolutely dispose either by public auction or private contract as they 

may deem best such mortgage, debt  policy and security for the most money and best 

price that can be obtained for the same and also to collect get in and receive all 

monies due to me, monies out at interest and convert into money any stocks, funds or 

securities and all other the real and personal estate so save and except the articles and 

things hereinafter specifically bequeathed of which I may be possessed or entitled to 

at the time of my decease and when and so soon as the same shall be got in and 

received my executors hereinafter named are to stand possessed thereof in trust in the 

first place to pay thereout all expenses attending such sale or sales and the collecting, 

getting in, transferring and receiving all and every other part or parts of my real and 

personal estate and to pay my just debts, funeral expenses and the costs and charges of 

proving and otherwise relating to this my will and after such payments as aforesaid 

upon trust out of the residue to pay the several legacies which I give as follows. That 

is to say I give and bequeath to Jabez Druitt of South Grove, Mile End Road my 

watch and chain and the sum of nineteen pounds, nineteen shillings for the trouble he 

will have in the execution of the trusts of this my will. I give and bequeath to Thomas 

Cobley of No. 7 Great Prescott Street, Goodmans Fields in the County of Middlesex 

nineteen pounds, nineteen shillings for the trouble he will have in the execution of the 

trusts of this my will. I give and bequeath to my nephew Heber Willingale of Goole, 

Yorkshire the silver snuff box which belonged to his late father. I give and bequeath 

to Mrs. Sophia Druitt the six silver teaspoons marked I.M.W lately belonging to my 

late dear mother. I give and bequeath to Robert Wolfenden the husband of my niece 

Susannah Woollaston all my linen and wearing apparel. I give and bequeath to my 

sister in law Sophia Willingale the wife of my brother Thomas Samuel Willingale the 

sum of One hundred and seventy pounds and I give the same to and for her own sole 

and separate use and benefit and not to be liable to the debts control or engagements 

of her husband and direct the same to be paid into her own hands and that her receipt 

alone notwithstanding coverture shall be a good and sufficient discharge to my 

executors hereinafter named for the payment thereof. I give and bequeath to my niece 

Mary Celia Willingale the daughter of the said Sophia Willingale one hundred and 

seventy pounds. I give and bequeath to my sister Susannah Woollaston one hundred 

and fifty pounds  and I give the same to and for her own sole and separate use and 

benefit and not to be liable to the debts control or engagements of her husband and 

direct the same to be paid into her own proper hands and that her receipt alone 

notwithstanding  coverture shall be a good and sufficient discharge to my executors 

hereinafter named for the payment thereof. But in case the said Susannah Woollaston 

shall die before me then I give and bequeath the said sum of one and fifty pounds to 



all and every the child and children of the said Susannah Woollaston living at the time 

of my death share and share alike per capita. I give and bequeath to Susannah 

Wolfenden the daughter of the said Susannah Woollaston the sum of One hundred 

pounds and I direct the same to paid to her in addition to any monies she may become 

entitled to under the bequest hereinbefore given to her as one of the children of the 

said Susannah Woollaston in case of the death of the said Susannah Woollaston 

before me. I give and bequeath to my niece Sophia Druitt one hundred pounds. I give 

and bequeath to Ruth Cobley, wife of the said Thomas Cobley the sum of twenty five 

pounds. I give and bequeath to her niece Louisa Adams the sum of 25 pounds and I 

give those two last legacies as a testimony of my thanks and gratitude to them for 

their kindness and attention to me during my illness and direct the same to be paid to 

them respectively free from legacy duty and as to all the rest, residue and remainder 

of my estate, monies, property and effects I give and bequeath the same to my brother 

Thomas Samuel Willingale. But in case he shall die before me then I give and 

bequeath in addition to the legacies hereinbefore given to them respectively all such 

rest residue and remainder of my estate, property, monies and effects to the said 

Sophia Willingale and Mary Celia Willingale the wife and daughter of the said 

Thomas Samuel Willingale in equal amounts and I appoint my friends the said Jabez 

Druitt and Thomas Cobley executors of this my will and I direct that the receipt or 

receipts of the said Jabez Druitt and Thomas Cobley shall be a full and sufficient 

release and discharge to the purchaser or purchasers of all or any part of my estate and 

effects and to all other persons for all other monies to be received by them or him  by 

virtue of this my will without such purchaser or purchasers or other person being 

obliged to see to the application of the purchase or other monies or being in any wise 

answerable or accountable for the misapplication or inapplication of the same or any 

part thereof and I further declare that my trustees and executors shall not be 

answerable for any more of my estate, property, monies and effects than they shall 

actually receive nor for any involuntary loss or damage which may happen thereto 

and that they shall only be answerable for their respective wilful defaults and that they 

may reimburse themselves and himself all costs and expenses incurred in or in 

relation to the carrying out or execution of the trusts of this my will and lastly 

revoking all former wills I declare this to be and contain my last will and testament. In 

witness whereof I have to this my last will and testament contained in four sheets of 

paper to each sheet thereof set my hand this fifth day of March in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and fifty nine. 

                                    Jno Willingale 

Signed by the said Testator John Willingale in the presence of us who in his presence 

and in the presence of each other have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses. 

                                 S. Selsby. 2 Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London 

                                W Merriman   Clerk to Mr Selby 

This is a codicil to the last will and testament of me John 
Willingale late of No. 4 Banks Terrace, South Grove, Mile End Road in the Parish of 

St. Dunstans, Stepney in the County of Middlesex but now of No. 7 Great Prescott 

Street, Goodmans Fields in the same county. Commercial Traveller. Whereas I have 

in and by my said will given and bequeathed to my nephew Heber Willingale of 

Goole Yorkshire a silver snuff box which formerly belonged to his late father which 

snuff box was given and bequeathed by his father to my brother Thomas Samuel 

Willingale but the same was in my possession at the time of making my said will and 

as my brother the said Thomas Samuel Willingale has since applied to me for it, I 



have delivered it up to him, I therefore revoke the bequest of the said silver snuff box 

to the said Heber Willingale and in lieu thereof I give and bequeath to the said Heber 

Willingale my silver mounted Horn Snuff Box or Bull and whereas I have in and by 

my said will given and bequeathed to my sister in law Sophia Willingale the sum of 

one hundred and seventy  pounds, now since making my said will my brother Thomas 

Samuel Willingale the husband of the said Sophia Willingale has had from me one 

hundred pounds. I do therefore hereby revoke the said gift and bequest of the said sum 

of one hundred and seventy pounds to the said Sophia Willingale and so give and 

bequeath to the said Sophia Willingale the sum of seventy pounds only and I give the 

same to and for her own sole and separate use and benefit and not be liable to the 

debts control or engagements of her husband and direct the same to be paid into her 

own hands and that her receipt alone notwithstanding coverture shall be a good and 

sufficient discharge to my executors for the payment thereof and whereas I have in 

and by my said will given and bequeathed to my sister Susannah Woollaston one 

hundred and fifty pounds and to all and every the child or children of the said 

Susannah Woollaston living at the time of my decease, now I do hereby revoke so 

much of the said bequest of the said sum of one hundred and fifty pounds to the said 

child or children of the said Susannah Woollaston and hereby give and bequeath the 

said sum of one hundred and fifty pounds to the said Susannah Woollaston absolutely 

for her own use whether she survives me or not and whereas I hold a policy in the 

Railway Passengers Assurance Company whose offices are No. 3 Old Broad Street in 

the city of London for the sum of one thousand pounds to be paid to my executors 

administrators or assigns in case of my death by accident by railway, now in the event 

of my executor becoming entitled to any monies to arise from or be paid to them 

under such policy I do give and bequeath thereout the sum of one hundred pounds to 

my friend and executor Thomas Cobley in addition to the legacy given and 

bequeathed to him in and by my said will or so much as may be received or recovered 

under such policy not exceeding the said sum of one hundred pounds and as to any 

residue that may be recovered and received under and by virtue of such policy after 

payment of the said sum of one hundred pounds I direct the same to form and become 

part of my residuary estate and to go and be paid and applied as the other portion of 

my residuary estate is directed and applied in and by my said will and I do in all other 

respects ratify and confirm my said will and direct that this codicil be ____ and taken 

as part thereof thereof and read and construed as if it had been originally inserted 

therein. 

In witness whereof i the said John Willingale have to this codicil to my will contained 

in three sheets of paper to each sheet thereof set my hand this seventeenth day of 

August in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty nine. 

                                                 Jno Willingale 

Signed by the said testator John Willingale in the presence of us who In his presence 

and in the presence of each other have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses. 

                     S. Selsby. 2 Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London, 

                    Susan Chappell. 

 

Proved at London with a codicil 6th Oct 1859 by the oaths of Jabez Druitt 
and Thomas Cobley the executors to whom administration was granted. 


