
The Will of Thomas Willingale 1623 

 

In the name of God amen the fifteenth day of May 1620 I Thomas Willingale of Great 

Dunmow in the County of Essex and diocese of London, husbandman being crazed 

and sick in bodie but in good and perfect memory praised to God do make and ordain 

this my testament containing therein my last will as follows. First I committ my soul 

unto the hands of almighty God my creator and maker and to Jesus Christ my ownlie 

saviour and redeemer and to the holy ghost my comforter and my bodie to the earth to 

be buried in Christian burial according to the laudable custom of this Church of 

England; that small portion of earthly goods wherewith it hath pleased God of his 

goodness to endow me, my debts and legacies and funeral being payed and 

discharged, I give and bequeath as followeth. Imprimis I give unto Wibrow my 

daughter the wife of Thomas Poulter two chests the one greater chest and the other 

lesser chest as they stand in the chamber and one pair of _____ sheets and two pewter 

dishes. Item I give unto Thomas Smith the son of Thomas Smith my son in law late 

deceased an old flock bed a great turned chair a brass pot the lesser pot a pair of 

sheets and all my thatching tools. Item I give unto Elizabeth _____ the daughter of 

Thomas ____ my son in law a joined chest a pewter dish and a pillow. Item I give 

unto Mathie Smith the daughter of Thomas Smith aforesaid a candlestick of brass 

after the decease of Grizegon my daughter. all the rest of goods household chattels or 

moveables in this my said will not named and unbequeathed I give and bequeath unto 

Grizegon Smith ________________after my decease whom I make sole executrix of 

this my said _____ and testament. And I nominate William Stock of Stebbing yeoman 

to be overseer of this my just will unto whom I give 2 shillings and 6 pence for his 

pains to be taken in and about this my said will. In witness whereof I have herewith 

put my mark and seal the day and year first above written. 


