A STORY OF EPPING I'OREST.

The London Laily i¥ews of Nov. 12 contains
the following sketch: Therightto cut fire-wood
in one of the Crown Forests and carry it away with-
out payment of money and without reference to
price, ig, in view of the rates cmirent on the Coal
Exchange. an exceedingly precious privilege; and in-
dependent of the principle involved, it i3 no wonder
that the residents of Epoing Forrest parishes are at
somoe pains to preserve it. That in order to that
end they should remwain out of their teds long after
the nusual hour of retiring, and should assemble on
Staple Hill to “lop” the trecs as the clock struck 12
oun a November =xicht, is 2 ceremoninl for the neces.
sity of which they are told to thank Queen Rliza-
beth. That sovereicn had a residence witkin the
bounds of the forest, mear Chingford, the ruins of
which, known as Queon Ilizabeth's Lodge, remain
to this éday. It is alleged that, being moved to
compassion by the condition of the poor in the
neighborhood, the good Queen gave them permis
sion t0 lop and carry away for their domestic use
the branches of the trees that then abundantly grow
in the forest. It was part ot the bargain thst none
were to use toc the reamoval of the faggots other
conveyance than a hand-sledge, or if a larger cart
were brought into requisition, it was to be drawn bty

o mere, with hind feet shoelesa. Tinally it was de.
ereed that this gracivus charter was to be erjoyed
upon the condition of the residents in the
parishea cowmencing to lop tho trees on the first
gtroke of midnight on the 11th of each
November, which  accomplished, thev ~were
to be .at Iiberty to cot and carry oF wood
throuckout the Winter, and up to the 23d day of
March. The four parishes contizunous to the Roval
Locge—%0 wit, Loughton, Theydon Bois, Waltham
Ahbey, and Epning—were inclnded in this charter ;
and “whother the donor was Queen Elizabeth. of
which there dees not appear to be much trnstwor-
thy evidence, or whether ke custom has a stiil older
origin, it is certoin that for somretime after the Eliza-
bethan e¢ra the privilees desciibed was exercised in
each of these four parishes.

But the good Queen had not been in her grave hotl
a century before the popular right of estovers im
Epoing i'orest began to be sueceszfuily eesailed by
tho ereed of thelords of the monor Tn the parish
of Waltham Abbey thie poor were, according to the
vencrable Pizbones, cheated in a temarkable man-
ner. Gn the evening of the 11lth of November,
1641, the lord of the 1panor sent out intu all the
bywavs of the Forest. and, with soft speech and
friendly entreaty, compelied all the poor of
the perish to come in and sgp with him.
“There never was such an exemplary community
as the poor of Walthem Abbey,” the wily seigneur
said, as he filled their cuts and heaped up thel
Istters, and bid them eat, drinlk, and he meiry.
Eut when Yhe clock struck twelve, his mauner
changed to one of mecking seorn, and the people
Rnew that they had bezn-tricked, and that they
had irrevocably sold their birthrizht for & mess of
pottage. In ibe parisn of Epning the privilege of
lpping Las been practiced within living memory,
and bere the right was lost in & way more in unc-
cordance with later civilization. TLe lord of the
mancr bLieing grieved by the untidy appearanco of
the foresat counsequent upon the nresularlopping,
proposed to his tenants that he should cut the fire-
wood for themr, nndertalding mnot only to do so with.
out charge, but to deliver the fagrots at their doors.
The tenarts accepted the propesal, and for some
yeurs the bargain was fairly carried out. Butin 1{1'0-
cess of time his Lordship grew lax in the deliv
ery of the wood ; next required those in need of 1t to
como and fetch it themaselves, and finally refused
either 1o cut it himself or to let tho tenants cut it.
In Theydou Bois, the popular privilege i3 still excr-
cised, but in a timid, sceret manner, the tenants not
feeling strong cnough openly fo assert their right.
The fourth of the eadowed parishes—Lough.-
ton—nearly lost its right by falling into” a
trap similar to that which closed over their reigh.-
bors at Waltham Abboy. Thev also were invited to
a great supper on & certain 11th of Novernber, and
unable to resist the teraptation of unlimited beer and
illimitable roast beef, they ontered the manorinl hall
and innged themselves around the seemingly lios-
pitable board. But happily there was one amoung
them svho. to wse the Lomely words of Pighones,
“swmelt a rat, and was forewarned to put his foot
heavily doswn on the same.” About 11:20, the ten-
ants Laving well eaten and dronk, *“an old man
rose, and giviug the sirnal, the poor pecple rushed
forth” ont of the hall into the forest, where as
the clock strmek mianicht they applicd themseclives
to the louping with & lustiness whkereto the lord cf
the manoz’s beef and beer had in no small degree
contributed. Wkhen other subjects for historical
g‘uinters fall short, perkaps this incident in Epping

orest will bo remembered.  The sudden uprousimz
from the festive board of the dissembling * old
men,’”’ the flight of the gucsts, and the consterna-
tion that would probably be manifeat apou the
countensnco of the over-reaching lord of the manur,
whon he found himsclf over-rcached., would com-
bine to furnish material for a deeplyv.interesting
tableau.

The cratom thus preserved remzins in force in
Loughton to this day, and the carliesy mowments of

yesterday morning were ushered in on Stuple Hill
ainid the sharv sound of the fulling ax. Some of

the gentlemen who have banded themselves together
in the noble enterprise of preserving the people's
heritage in Epping Forest determined to be present
at the ceremony b mzdm;lxs on T'uesdey, and with
that viow et at supper, in the Crown Int, Lough.-
ton. Sir Antomio  DBrady tilled the chair.
Supper over, thick cuvats were donned,
leguings  buttomed on, lanterns Jit, aud a
start made for the trysting-place iu the forest. where
the treos weremarked for lopping. It wasat tiueout.
set a dark, almost starless, pight, with a keon wind
blowing promise of a trost. But betorehalf the vrief
journey bad boen performed the stura came out, and
presently the moon emerged from o bunk of. clouds,
shoilding over lill and forest plade a flood of silver
lizht that put to shame the lauterns. Lhere wasa
apice of excitemeut in the iniduight enterprising,
and there was also a great deal of mud in the patli.
ways. occasiorally calminating in the swall
ditches im tho vianity of the gates that
had to bo passed through. As the pathways
poared the top of the hill tnere was less mud, but
thero were more tveackerous stumpy, relics of folled

trees, over which the unwary occasionally catwe to
grief. Shonts from the top of the hill guided the
party to the apPointed oal, where were found as-
sembled a considerable body of the freeholders of
Loughton, armed with axes. It wanied throo min-
utes. to 12, but all was ready for the
sional.  Just as—twelve miles off—the clocks
fromn the steeples ot London wexe chiming the first
uotes of midnight, Lere, out on this bleak hillsiae,
a score of axes fell on the boughsof as many
trees, each stroke meaning a protest against
selgnorali innovation, and s declaration of a deter-
mination to maintain 10 the last the centuries-old
rights of the pecple. As the still-green houghs fell
10 the ground under the rapid strokus of figures dim-
1y scen up in the trees, those below seized branches
and waived them about their heads, loudly cheering
the woodmen in their task, When the workot * lep-
1ping; " was done, those who had been engaged in 1%
{

joined the crowd below, and, each man carmrging a

grcen bough on his shoulder, an impromp-
tu procession round the cleared space Wwas
organized, the mass of folinge moving in tho
mouvnlizht sugzesting a fresh visit of Birnam Wood
to Duusinane. Amid the cheers there rose a cry
of “Donfire! bontire!” and in a twinkling the
lopped branches were piled in & heap on the ground,
and, wiliing bands bringing heaps of dried fern, o
fire was lit, to which tbe green wood slowly yieldad.
As the fire spread and grew strong, the boughs wero
piled up higher and higher, and at 1 o'clcek yeoster-
day macrning Staple Hill announced fo all residents
in the surrounding neighborhood who weres awako
and chanced to look that way that the eatovers
117hts of the people uf Loughton had been preserved
for unother year.
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