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History of Thomas' lopping rights fight

By Readers letters

I READ with interest the recent letter from Gwendoline Gathercole
regarding the Willingale Axe and the article on the new booklet about
Queen Elizabeth's Hunting Lodge, which has recently been published by
the Corporation of London.

Mrs Gathercole can rest assured that the significance of Thomas
Willingale's actions in trying to assert his lopping rights have not been
overlooked.

No mention is made of this in the booklet because it is a publication
specifically about the history of the hunting lodge rather than about the
forest as a whole.

The booklet focuses on the reasons why Henry VIII had the hunting lodge
built, how it was constructed and how it was used.

At one time Thomas Willingale's axe, or rather his billhook, was one of a
number of items displayed as part of a museum collection within the
hunting lodge.

However this has not been the case for the last ten years following the
lodge's renovation, when it was decided that it was inappropriate to
display the collection within the hunting lodge itself.

Consequently the Corporation of London has been looking at ways of
displaying all of the museum artefacts and archive material in an
appropriate setting for the public to enjoy.

Various proposals have been put forward and are now to be explored
through an exciting forest-wide heritage interpretation project that we
very much hope the local community will become involved in.

Meanwhile Willingale's billhook, which played such a significant part in
the saving of the forest, is displayed during special events or is available
for inspection on request.

Over the past 12 months members of the Willingale family have made
arrangements to visit and see the billhook and details (including pictures)
can be seen on both the Willingale family website
(www.willingale.org/pictures/qehl.htm) and the East of England Sense of
Place Project website (www.eesop-e.co.uk).

The story of Thomas Willingale and his fight to save his lopping rights has
also featured in a front page article of our newsletter, Forest Focus.

No artefacts or documentation have disappeared and we are not aware of
anything having been given to the conservators without the approval of
the family.

Ms Gathercole is quite right in saying that history should not be allowed
to die.

The history of Epping forest and the impact of human activity on the
landscape is a unique legacy that the Corporation of London is proud to
protect.

As we celebrate our 125th year as the conservators of Epping Forest, it is
fitting that we are about to embark on an ambitious interpretation project
that we believe will help to bring the forest's heritage alive to current and
future generations.

JEREMY WISENFELD, Superintendent of Epping Forest.

10:29am Monday 7th July 2003
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