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 The commander of a helicopter which plunged into the sea off Croatia died trying to rescue his col-
leagues.  Sergeant Martin Osborne, 30, from Long Eaton, Nottingham, fought his way to the surface, but 
dived back into the sinking helicopter in a bid to rescue the others.  At the inquest into the deaths of the four 
soldiers the crash was described as "survivable".  The then Commander of the Army Air Corps regiment 
involved, Lieutenant Colonel John Greenhalgh, said he also believed that casualties might have been less if 
passenger groundcrew soldiers had been briefed before take-off.  Killed in the crash when they were 
trapped inside were pilot, Corporal Ian McDonald, 29, based in Germany, and Air Trooper passengers Roger 
Willingale, 22, of Eastbourne, and Graham Witherstone, 20, from Scunthorpe.  A third Air Trooper passen-
ger, Ian Brain, now a Lance Corporal, was the only survivor. He struggled free and was picked up by Croa-
tian fishermen.  Today Colonel Greenhalgh told the fourth day of the inquest at Salisbury: "The Regiment 
was devastated by the loss of these four soldiers.  "They may be gone, but they are not forgotten," said their 
former CO, now a British Liaison Officer in Alabama, USA.  But he said he believed a formal briefing should 
have been given and might have reduced casualties, though he felt the aircraft commander may have 
thought one unnecessary because the men had flown before.  "I believe the crash to have been survivable 
because Lance Corporal Brain managed to exit. Dr Margaret Bloom, representing the Ministry of Defence, 
interrupted to say that what Colonel Greenhalgh was saying was "speculative" and it was not for that court to 
attribute blame.  She broke in again later after Colonel Greenhalgh said that in his opinion the helicopter 
should not have been carrying out the missile evasion tactic it was performing, which involved diving and 
skimming the surface.  Dr Bloom and a representative of the official Board of Inquiry into the accident said 
that if "the finger is pointed" it could make difficulties in future when witnesses could be less willing to come 
forward.  Wiltshire Coroner David Masters is expected to sum up for the jury of three men and five women 
tomorrow. 
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