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A MAJOR row erupted yesterday over allegations that Sydney's suburban rail network will be the next 
victim of the Greiner Government's axe - already bloodied by savage cuts to country services. 

And last night there was increasing speculation that trains between Sydney and Canberra will also soon 
be chopped - making Canberra perhaps the only major Western capital not to be served by rail. 

Consumer groups and unions are adamant that some weekend Sydney services are for the chop as part 
of Mr Greiner's economic rationalisation program -meaning a further deterioration in the quality and number 
of services available both in the bush and the city. 

But a spokesman for Transport Minister Bruce Baird rejected the claims and said there were no plans for 
a new timetable "at this stage."  

HUNTER PROTEST 

The Government's recent major pruning of train services has created a wave of public concern from 
consumers, particularly interest groups like pensioners, and from regional areas such as the Hunter where 
angry residents have started a petition in protest against cuts in their region. 

And it has drawn furious criticism from the NSW opposition whose leader, Bob Carr, last night predicted 
the cuts would see the end of the Greiner Government in the same way as transport issues sunk the previ-
ous Liberal Government in 1976. 

Mr Carr said most countries were expanding and improving their rail systems into the 21st century while 
NSW took "lunatic" decisions to chop its rail services. 

The Australian Railways Union said a number of major Sydney weekend services would be axed in the 
next few months as part of the Government's aim to save $3 billion on trains over the next decade. 

The branch lines the union believes are under the hammer are Clyde to Carlingford, Blacktown to Rich-
mond, Tempe to East Hills, Liverpool to Campbelltown and Sutherland to Cronulla. 

The union says the SRA wants to replace these services with buses in the same way as it got rid of af-
ter-midnight services last year and replaced them with "Night-Rider"-type buses. 

These union fears are backed up by the consumer group Action For Public Transport which claims the 
Government is proposing to get rid of 150 old "red rattlers" when a new train timetable is issued later this 
year. 

A spokesman for the group said the Government wanted to withdraw the"rattlers" because they cost a 
great deal of money to maintain but the new Tangaras would not be able to make up for the lost capacity, he 
said. 
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"The bottom line is increased overcrowding and that would have a significant public impact," he said. 

A spokeswoman for NSW Transport Minister Bruce Baird denied there were any proposals to cut 
week-end services and claimed it was "rubbish" to suggest the removal of 150 "red rattlers" from service. 

She said there were no definite plans "at this stage" to introduce a new timetable this year. 

Already the Government has shut down major routes such as the Brisbane Limited, Gold Coast Motor 
Rail, the Canberra XPT and the Silver City Comet at a time of growing concern over the safety of the alterna-
tive - buses and cars 

The Government has also ordered the closure of 26 country railway stations with another 18 being 
forced to reduce their hours of service to the public. 

And last week country rail chief Vince Graham would not rule out future closure of the now loco-hauled 
rail link between Sydney and the national capital, Canberra, if the line was not well patronised. 

Australian Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen secretary Bernie Willingale said he had heard 
the Canberra rail link would close in April. 

"That means 50 double oil trucks, that is a tanker and a trailer, will be on the roads every day," he said. 

"Canberra must be the only capital city in the Western world that doesn't have a rail link." 

As a result of the North Coast train cuts alone, it has been claimed that that as many as 5,600 passen-
gers a week will switch from train to road travel- mainly on the notorious Pacific Highway, the scene of the 
two tragic bus crashes which took the lives of 56 people. 

After the bus accident near Kempsey, the average number of rail passenger enquiries jumped from 
3,000 to 7,000 per day. 

Already each semi-trailer on the road costs $40,000 a year in road maintenance while coaches cost 
$54,000. 

And according to a 1988 report from the Bureau of Transport and Communications Economics, fatalities 
cost $450,000 each. 

BANKRUPT 

As well, the report said, cars, both private and business, are paying $508 each for recovery of damage 
for roads, with Australian motorists paying a total of $4 billion in these costs. 

Another report, prepared by the ALP think-tank Evatt Research Centre claimed some trucks travelling 
country routes were costing tax-payers as much as $80,000 each. 

The report claimed the State Government was hypocritical in its decision to cut rail funding by $145 mil-
lion while at the same time increasing road funding by 27 per cent. 

The cut-backs and the proposed axing of 8,000 jobs follow a report by consultants, Booze, Allen and 
Hamilton which revealed the SRA was effectively commercially bankrupt. 

The report said every country passenger journey was subsidised by tax payers to the tune of $125 and 
most freight services were unprofitable. 

The SRA said that to run the Brisbane Limited from Sydney to Brisbane, once, one way, cost them more 
than $85,000. 

Even if the SRA's current debt was cancelled, the report said it stood to lose $4 billion over the next 
decade. 

The ARU says SRA boss John Sayers told them that the new Trackfast freight service had until the end 
of this year to become profitable or at least break even. Since September it has made $26 million. 

The union says the Greiner Government's privatisation drive has meant a reduction in a wide range of 
services to the public not simply rail services themselves. 
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Mr Lewocki said in the next three years major new technology was going to be introduced which would 
see the abolition of many small stations at weekends and the installation of ticket vending machines. 

A recent report showed that the SRA lost almost $1.5 million a day last year despite carrying a record 
number of passengers. It recorded a loss $498of million for the 12 months to June last year. 

This was an increase of $52 million on the 1987/88 loss of $446 million. 

The report also showed that the SRA's interest-bearing debt increased $242by million to an awesome 
$3181 million. 

But the SRA vigorously defends its policies in trying to trim the fat from the system with country rail chief 
Vince Graham arguing, for example, that every sleeper passenger is subsidised to the tune of an astonishing 
$450. 

CONCESSION FARES 

Indeed, seven out of 10 passengers travel on concession fares and only one in three sleeper passengers 
pays the full fare. 

Most sleeper passengers are pensioners who pay just $58 of the $150 fare -and the subsidy to them is 
$600, according to Graham. 

And even with that subsidy, rail travel has until now been the most expensive - and slowest - form of land 
transport to Brisbane - $20 more than deregulated coaches. 

Scrapping 1950s vintage rolling stock and switching to an all-XPT service would help reduce the taxpay-
ers' burden by $1.1 billion from $1.6 billion $500to million, he argued. 

And despite claims to the contrary, it would win people back from the roads by competing more effec-
tively with coaches. 

Mr Graham claimed the XPTs would not only be faster, but cheaper. 

"We are repositioning ourselves to target the budget conscious," he claimed. 

Advance purchase fares would be available at savings up to 29 pc-$60 to Brisbane, $58 to Surfers, $52 
to anywhere else on the North Coast of NSW. 

Although overnight passengers would now have to sit up, there would be be a choice of a day service to 
Queensland as well. 

Despite union claims that the cuts would reduce passenger capacity by 30 pc from 1,232 seats to 864, 
Mr Graham argued passenger capacity would in fact increase by 23 pc. 

Opposition country-based MLC Jack Hallam said pensioners, who were significant users of the affected 
North Coast services, had been hit hard by the Government's decision. 

And he argued the Government should have quadrupled the Sydney-Murwillumbah route because of the 
community feeling. 
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