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John White was the first settler in the district known as The Reedbeds in 1836 He built his home
Fulham Farm on the site the Oaks retirement Village. He was born in the suburb of Fulham,

London in 1787.

ttlock Library of South Australiana.

B 45863

Mo publication of thiz image it ary formn permitted without permizsion: contact the Mortlock Library of South Australiana.

Mo publication of thiz image in sny formn permitted without permizsion: contact the bl

Fulham Farm

Fulham Homestead with Charles White and
Family




The history ol the property “The Gaks™ peelectly
parirays this early patterm of settlement. John
White, butlder, was a ploneer Scuth Auvstralian
coloalal who arfived (rom Englasd 10 Decembor
Eaa6 andatiended the proclmation ceremaony ander
the Old Geum Tree. He browsht with him o the
columy twenty men aiwd SO0 wonk of carpe, including
building matersls s0 sought aller i the carly
colony. [n VE3S he secured acomrad for the erection
ol Trinity Church and i 1he same year settled an
the Keedbeds, some 600 acres “divided by the Hiver
Torrens, and over lesokchng the ovean within one chain
of Lhe high-wtiber ek Here be engagied in farmang
and agTic u]mr 1| pUEsuiEs; w hu h he continyed until
s death | . e

On Johm Whate™s death :hl' '1rr|]1r'r|1,. ssed to ks
witdow and chen, i 1884 (o his T H ]
Charles, The t|_|.lL' of comsE LIHI ul "The Oaks’ 15
unknown, Rowever it i= likely it was Bl in the
baailding and suldivisioan boom of the are FET0'S and
carly TREN S, From 19716 oo 1920 thie mimn Dl
at The Oaks became SG Margaret's Maternity
]!I):\]ill.cll.. whnse staff  of \.'III!EI.. |l mndd
Taundress livied in the servants' fquarters — the row
of single storey cottages alongside The Caks:

Al Charles' death an 190, his eldest son George
Giilmore White, graser, sucteeded Lo the progerty, 1
remained in the White family's possession until
1927, when L was purchased by Willum Alkin,
datryman.

N

I'he Uaks 15 of State sipnaficance because of s close
assacintion with the White Family, pioneers of
Soth Auvstralia. It alse demonstrates eleacly the
seale and stvle of bolding resuliing from the
building Bsom ol the late 18705 and carly [R8Fs,
and soctal class differences represented by the
dilfervmee inscabe of the nearhy servants” quariers,
The surrounding garden Oike Penfolds vineyard) is
an historic remnant of the many farms which once
patterned the carly Adetiide Metropolian ares
Thie Ouks consigts of a twi storey Edwardian S1yle,
12 roomed howse with aitached single storey
Ritchen, wing and cottages which may have been
bullt earher. Although not  onginal, nbenor
decoration of the house in Edwardian stvle s
evident in Jendiightiog, cormices amd oeiling roses,
doorz and some furniture, Notable peces are the oak
sturcase and casl ron Gireplace,

TORG sees 2.5 hectares of the Tt onee owned and
farmed by pioneer John White converied into the
Fulham  Retsrement Village. The historie "Oaks
Mansion is used as the commumiiy and care contre
for residents and is surrounded by wnits. and
serviced pparimenis,

Apart Trom single ond doublebed apartments; part
ol the old servants® quarters:al the "Ozks’ has beon
converted fo cottnge unils which olfer 1he same
services as the apartments

Nexiar heviese anied dletactiod seveamls guarlers




