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Up to 1834 

A workhouse was built in Maldon in around 1715 under the terms of the will of Thomas Plumb 

(1630-1704) Archdeacon of Rochester for "erecting a workhouse for the poor of Maldon ...". 

Situated on Market Hill, it served the parishes of All Saints, St Peter's and St Mary's. According 

to the 1725 edition of An Account of Several Workhouses..., the building cost around £1,000 

plus a further £200 

for "goods and 

utensils".  

Maldon workhouse 

c.1719 (artist's 

impression). 
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The building was extended in about 1750 with a back block at the west containing a basement, 

kitchen, cellars and Masters quarters, and the front at the east being remodelled. By 1810 there 

were approximately 50 inmates and 100 others receiving outdoor relief.  

Maldon workhouse 

c.1750 (artist's 

impression). 
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In 1725, the early workhouse directory, An Account of Several Workhouses..., noted the 

existence of a workhouse at Southminster.  

A parliamentary report of 1777 recorded parish workhouses in operation at Burnham (for up to 

24 inmates), Goldhanger (18), Maldon—St Mary (40), Purleigh (20), Southminster (30), Steeple 



(6), Stow Maries (10), Tillingham (6), Tollesbury (2), Tolleshunt Darcy (10), Tolleshunt Major 

(10), Great Totham (20), Little Totham (16), and Woodham Ferrers (30).  

A cottage on The Street in Woodham Walter is said to have been used as the village poorhouse 

in the early 1800s.  

Woodham Walter, 2006. 
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After 1834 

Maldon Poor Law Union was formed on 14th December 1835. Its operation was overseen by an 

elected Board of Guardians, 36 in number, representing its 32 constituent parishes as listed 

below (figures in brackets indicate numbers of Guardians if more than one): 

County of Essex: Althorn, Asheldham, Bradwell, Burnham (2), Cold Norton, Creeksea, Dengre, 

Goldhanger, Hazleigh, Heyridge, Langford, Latchingdon, Maldon All Saints, Maldon St Mary's 

(2), Maldon St Peter's (2), Mayland, Mundon, North Fambridge, Purleigh, St Lawrence, 

Southminster (2), Steeple, Stow Maries, Tillingham, Tollesbury, Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Tolleshunt 

Knights, Tolleshunt Major, Great Totham, Little Totham, Woodham Mortimer, Woodham 

Walter,  

Later Additions (all from 1883): Great Braxted, Little Braxted, Ulting, Wickham Bishops.  

The population falling within the Union at the 1831 census had been 18,917 — with parishes 

ranging in size from Hazleigh (population 119) to Maldon St Peter's (1,870). The average annual 

poor-rate expenditure for the period 1833-35 had been £14,236 or 15s.1d. per head of the 

population.  

Initially, the new union took over the existing Maldon workhouse. The buildings were enlarged 

with a new top floor, porch and high wall being added. It could then hold 350 men, women and 

children supervised by Master and Matron and school teachers.  



Maldon workhouse, 

c.1835 (artist's 

impression). 
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Following the erection of the new workhouse in the 1870s, the old building was refronted, with 

new doors and bay windows added. It was sold at auction at Kings Head Maldon on 31 August 

1875 in 2 lots: the main block and, separately, the outbuildings and school.  

Maldon workhouse, 

c.1875. 
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The building was redeveloped into houses and flats during the 1980s and now bears a plaque 

commemorating its 

former history.  

Maldon workhouse, 

2006 
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Maldon workhouse plaque 2003 
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The New Workhouse 

The new Maldon Union workhouse was erected in 1872-3 on a five-acre site on Spital Road in 

Maldon. It could accommodate 450 inmates and its construction cost around £20,000. The 

Tudor-style building was designed by F Peck. Its location and layout are shown on the 1897 map 

below.  

Maldon workhouse site, 1897. 



 

 

 

 

Maldon new workhouse, 

early 1900s. 
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A porter's lodge stood at the site entrance to the east.  

Maldon entrance from the south-east, 2000. 
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The main building contained administrative offices at its centre with male and accommodation 

wings to the sides.  

Maldon main building from the south-east, 2000. 

© Peter Higginbotham. 

 

To the rear of the main building were the kitchen, laundry, mortuary and stores. A separate 

infirmary stood to the 

west of the workhouse.  



Maldon original infirmary 

block from the south-east, 

2000. 
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A chapel stands in the grounds at the front of the main building.  

Maldon chapel from the 

south-east, 2000. 
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After 1930, the workhosue was redesignated as a Public Assistance Institution. After 1948, it 

joined the National Health Service as St Peter's Hospital. In recent times, the lodge has been used 

as mental illness day unit, and the chapel as a staff social club. 

Maldon Children's Homes 

The Maldon Union operated a children's home at Tiptree in rented premises formerly used as a 

temperance hotel. A building known as The Gables at 116 High Street in Maldon was also later 

used as children's accommdation.  



The Gables, 2006. 
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Staff 

• Maldon workhouse - 1881 Census 

Inmates 

• Maldon workhouse - 1881 Census 

Records 

• Essex Record Office, Wharf Road Chelmsford CM2 6YT. Holdings include: Guardians' 

minutes (1835-1930); Ledgers (1835-1930); Births (1836-61); Deaths (1836-62, 1866-

1914); Creed register (1900-14); Casuals' admissions and discharges (1914-25, 1932); 

Indoor relief lists (1839-1930); etc. 
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For a huge selection of books about 

workhouses and family/local/social 

history... 

Visit the Workhouse Bookshop!  

 
Published in August 2008 

The Workhouse Cookbook — the 

gourmet guide to three centuries of 

dining, cooking and living in the 

workhouse! more...  

Attention Local/Family History and other 

groups in YORKSHIRE! 

I have recently moved to the Leeds/Ilkley 

area and am now taking bookings for talks 

for Autumn 2008 onwards. For more 

information: 

Visit the Talks diary page.  

 


