
JOHN WHITE OF FULHAM FARM – REEDBEDS 

John White 1785-1860, came to South Australia in 1836 in the Tam 
O’Shanter, coming up the Port River at the same time as Colonel Light in the 
Cygnet after calling at Nepean Bay (Kingscote) and loaning the men he 
brought out with him to the South Australian Company until he was ready for 
them. In the Port River the Tam O’Shanter became stuck on a sand bar which 
meant working at the pumps and John White had to throw overboard some of 
his building material to lighten the ship, having more than half chartered the 
ship for his wares. He made his home at the Reedbeds from the beginning. 
His first section was 194, where he built his home with materials brought from 
England, farming his land with oats, barley, potatoes etc. He called his farm 
Fulham Farm, from which the suburb takes its name. His wife Barbara came 
to Adelaide with their two young sons Samuel and William in 1842 in the ship 
Taglione. They had two more in family born in SA, Eliza and Charles. Eliza 
married John Fox Mellor, one of the Mellor brothers. Eliza and her husband 
built ‘Holmfirth’, a two storey house on Henley Beach Road. North side facing 
West. Now demolished and land subdivided. Charles White built ‘The Oaks’ 
(Fulham House) when he married Ann Swan in 1884. 

Samuel, father of Capt. S.A. White (Samuel Albert) bought A.H. Davis 
property from his estate in the early 1860s. The home there was built by 
Davis. He was one of the early landowners in the Reedbeds. (Also of the 
West Torrens Council) Farmed the land calling it ‘Moor Farm’. The bridge that 
was over the breakout creek, before the channel was cut through to the sea 
was called Moor Farm Bridge and the present Bridge should bear that name 
instead of Kidman Bridge. 

Samuel White built Weetunga (Wetunga) in the late 1860s or early 1870s. Still 
on section 220, but on much higher ground than the other house, which would 
have been subject to flooding when there was a big flood. Although a very fine 
house for those days. Brick and stone, all cedar doors & fittings, marble 
mantelpieces etc. That house was called ‘Nunkarrie’ by Samuel White. It was 
demolished to build Foodland, now Bi Lo. 

The last subdivision of ‘Weetunga’ property meant demolishing the Barn & 
cellar that was constructed by A.H. Davis in the early 1840s, when he owned 
Section 220 and some of the first wine in the State would have been made 
there, because near the Henley Beach Road in front of Weetunga there was a 
vineyard. A very early brick cottage and a pine cottage in S.A. W. time were 
made into stables, when he had a race horse stud before going to the Boer 
War. There were other stables and sheds near the river bank, which has now 
been filled in and lawned. On the eastern side of Weetunga homestead, 
A.H. Davis had a plant nursery and orchard. A grandson of A.H.D. told me the 
olive trees planted there were the first planted in the State. There were also 
Mulberries, Turkey Fig Trees pears of many kinds. This ground was later 
market gardens, and now Mackirdy & Samuel Streets. 

Today where Hungry Jacks is situated, prior to them a Shell Service Station. 
Years earlier Joseph Walker had a blacksmith shop. 



In 1857 John White built a Chapel on the South West Corner of Henley Beach 
Road and Tapley’s Hill Road on Section 194. The Methodist Wesleyan 
Connection conducted services there until late in the 1920s. Also the first 
school at Fulham was built at the same time on Tapley’s Hill Road, near 
house lived in by Misses Davis and later Littledikes. Fulham Post Office was a 
small weatherboard building in front of this house and these ladies attended 
the P.O. I was told there was a bell hanging in one of the beautiful gum trees 
that grew there, that you rang from your trap & horse. The mail was brought 
out. Years later the P.O. was conducted by Mrs Alf Smith in one of three 
cottages on the opposite side of Tapley’s Hill Road to second Fulham School. 
Samuel White gave land on section 220 in 1879 for the second Fulham 
School, which was demolished for old peoples units on Tapley’s Hill Road. 
There is still a tree from the school garden growing on the footpath near Davis 
Bridge. The present school is on grazing land that would have been owned 
first by John White, near where he had stockyards. The White’s land would 
have reached to high water mark at Henley South & West Beach and part of 
Adelaide Airport land belonged to S.A. White. 

The teacher at the first Fulham School, a man named Gregory, also drove the 
one bus a day to Adelaide. 

When John White was preparing to come to South Australia, Adelaide was 
not named because a dog collar name plate has Town South Australia for the 
address. The Reedbeds Rifle Range was in Fulham Park paddock on the 
south side of Henley Beach Road, with the butts in the sand hills, near to the 
north side of the Airport. Prior to this the range was situated near the beach 
sand hills, somewhere near West Beach. 

William White had property near Henley Beach Road, which was called White 
Park. I have given the subdivision Plan of this to the W.T.H.S. The Adelaide 
Hunt Club would have hunted over White’s paddocks, when it threw off at the 
Glenelg Pumping Station, through Gray’s and White’s paddocks near Military 
Road and east to jump ‘The Double’ at Tapley’s Hill Road through White’s 
paddocks (now airport) to the Kennels at Plympton. Much earlier they would 
have hunted through paddocks back of now Lockleys Hotel and calling at 
Weetunga for a Stirrup Cup. 

Capt. J. Johnson, section 223 ‘Frogmore’ built the first home there, but 
returned to England. W.H. Gray bought the property in 1866 and later built a 
larger house for his family. It was demolished about 1960. Barbara White (nee 
Willingale). Willingale Avenue Lockleys is named after Mrs John White, who 
died in her 100th year. Mrs Samuel White (nee Martha Taylor) of 
Morphettvale. 
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