
Transcription of the will of William Willingale of Maldon made in 1810 

 

In the name of God Amen I William 

Willingale of Maldon in the County of Essex Cordwainer being of sound mind 

memory and understanding do make publish and declare this my last will and 

testament in manner and form following (that is to say) I give and bequeath unto my 

wife Mary Willingale all and singular my household goods and furniture, implements 

and utensils of household, plate, linen, china, stock and tools in trade to and for her 

own use and benefit for and during the term of her natural life if she shall so long 

continue my widow and unmarried and from and immediately after her decease or 

marriage again I give and bequeath the same unto such of my children as shall be then 

living in equal shares and proportions to and for his her and their own use benefit and 

disposal and I give devise and bequeath all my freehold copyhold and leasehold 

estates and also all my money, stocks, funds, securities and residuary personal 

property whatsoever that I can or may dispose of by will whether in possession 

reversion remainder or expectancy unto my said wife Mary Willingale and my friend 

John Edwards of Maldon aforesaid Basket Maker my executrix and executor 

hereinafter appointed upon this special trust and confidence that they or the survivor 

of them his or her executors or administrators do and shall as soon as conveniently 

may be after my decease make sale and dispose of all such part or parts thereof as 

does not consist of money either by public auction or private contract as he she or 

they shall think proper and after payment of all expenses attending such sale and all 

my just debts, funeral and testamentary and other expenses do and shall divide the 

clear monies then remaining in their hands unto and between my wife and all and 

every the child and children that shall be living at the time of my decease in equal 

shares and proportions share and share alike, the share or proportion of my wife and 

of such of my children as shall be then of age or married to be paid to them 

immediately on such division to and for his her and their own use benefit and disposal 

and the shares or proportions of such of them as shall be under age and unmarried at 

the time of my decease do and shall place out and invest the same on government or 

real security at interest in her his or their own name or names and to alter and 

transpose the same as he she or they shall think proper and the interest dividends or 

produce arising from each of such child’s share do and shall pay over the same as and 

when it shall become due and be received unto such child or children respectively to 

and for his her and their maintenance education and support during his her or their 

minority or remaining single and as and when they shall severally and respectively 

attain the age of twenty one years or be married do and shall assign transfer and pay 

over his her or their share or shares of the principal money together with such interest 

as may be then due thereon to him her and them to and for his her and their own use 

and benefit and disposal and in case any or either of my said children shall depart this 

life under the age of twenty one years and unmarried then I give and bequeath the part 

or share parts or shares of him her or them so dying equally unto and between all the 

surviving brothers and sisters share and share alike to and for his and their own use 

benefit and disposal and I do hereby declare and direct that it shall and may be lawful 

to and for my said executrix and executor or the survivor of them his or her executors 

or administrators to deduct retain and reimburse to herself himself and themselves 

respectively all costs charges damages and expenses that he she or they shall and may 

be put unto or sustain in or about the execution of this my will or in the recovery of 

any property that I may be entitled to at the time of my decease and that neither of 



them shall be charged or chargeable with or accountable for more money than he she 

or they shall respectively actually receive by virtue of this my will nor shall one of 

them be answerable or accountable for the acts deeds receipts defaults or neglects of 

the other of them but each of them for his her and their own acts deeds receipts 

defaults or neglects only, and lastly I do hereby nominate constitute and appoint my 

said wife Mary Willingale and the said John Edwards executrix and executor of this 

my will hereby revoking all former and other wills by me at any time heretofore made 

and declare this alone to be and contain my last will and testament. In witness 

whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the third day of January in the year of 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ten. 

Signed sealed published and declared by the said testator William Willingale as and 

for his last will and testament in the presence of us who have hereunto at his request 

in his presence and in the presence of each other subscribed our names as witnesses. 

Thos. Busbridge    E. Busbridge     Wm. Wright 


