
The Will of John Willingale 1789 

 

At my death I leave to my younger brothers and sisters under the age of twenty years 

the sum of one hundred pounds 3 per cents redeemed to be sold and equally divided 

between them and to my brother James Willingale the bequest of  one hundred pounds 

3 per cents till he is twenty one years of age and then it to be sold and divided equally 

between him and my sister Mary Willingale and to my brothers and sisters over the 

said age of twenty one years and all the money I have by me and likewise what is due, 

be equally divided between them after my burial expenses is paid out of it, and to 

Charles Bishop my watch, and my clothes and linen to be equally divided between all 

my brothers, and to my brother James my plain silver buckles and to my sister Grace 

my worked silver buckles 

Signed this 4th day of Oct 1784      John Willingale 

This is my wish though not signed by any other but myself 

 

24th January 1789 

Appeared personally Samuel Willingale of Maldon in the County of Essex coalmeter 

and John King of Queen Street in the Parish of St Margaret Westminster in the 

County of Middlesex hairdresser and made oath that they knew and were well 

acquainted with John Willingale formerly of the parish of St George Hanover Square 

in the County of Middlesex but late of Peckham in the Parish of St Giles Camberwell 

in the County of Surrey deceased and with his manner and character of handwriting 

having often seen him write and subscribe his name and having now seen and 

carefully viewed and perused the paper writing hereunto annexed purporting to be and 

contain the last will and testament of the said deceased the said will beginning thus 

“At my death I leave to my younger brothers and sisters under the age of twenty years 

the sum of one hundred pounds 3 per cents redeemed”  ending thus “signed this 4th 

day of October 1784” and thus subscribed “John Willingale. This is my wish though 

not signed by any other but myself” they say that they so verily and in their 

consciences believe the whole series and contents of the said will and the subscription 

thereto to be all of the proper handwriting and subscription of the said John Willingale 

deceased. 

 

Say the said Samuel Willingale and John King who duly swear to the truth of the 

above affidavit before me _____  _______ ______ 

 

On the twenty fourth day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 

hundred and eighty nine administration (with the will annexed) of all and singular the 

goods, chattels and credits of John Willingale late of Peckham in the Parish of St 

Giles Camberwell in the County of Surrey a bachelor deceased was granted to 

Thomas Willingale the natural and lawful brother and one of the next of kin of the 

said deceased (no executor or Residuary Legatee being named in the said will) having 

been first sworn duly to administer. 


