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The English wine trade puts down-at-heel courtesy over 
profit-making  

Pascal observed that all the troubles of mankind stem from our inability to sit 

quietly alone in a room. And now we know that he was right. Ecological virtue 

requires that we do not go too far in search of refreshment. And, for once, virtue is 

easily achieved. Small and knowledgeable wine merchants are scattered 

throughout the shires, many of them dating back to the great days of British 

drunkenness, when Milton, Dryden, Purcell and Rochester sang the virtues of the 

grape, and only Bunyan was against it. Ever since those great days, the English 

wine trade has shown a commendable preference for down-at-heel courtesy over 

brutal profit-making. 

Our own local merchant is a case in point. Recognising his vocation at the age of 

21, Thomas Panton has helped to transform his native Tetbury from a moribund 

wool town to a thriving centre for modern services. And he has done this without 

sacrificing the environment. His shop is an old Victorian warehouse of Cotswold 

stone, which harmonises as well in its new use as it did in its old. Unlike Tesco, 

which is about to implant itself in a hideous carbuncle on the outskirts of Tetbury 

and unscrupulously destroy the native commerce, Tom has accepted that his town 

is more important than his profit, and that its contours should limit his trade. 

Believing that a girl from a family of dipsomaniacs ought to be good for business, 

Tom offered the future Mrs Scruton her first ever job. Unfortunately, Sophie's 

family had graduated beyond wine at about the same time that they lost the ability 

to pay for it. Nevertheless, the move was a shrewd one, and in due course Sophie 

added a bibulous husband to the list of customers. By this time, Tom had built up a 

list of wines to match that of any national merchant, and quality and price were 

beginning to tempt the locals back from the demon whisky. Tom's Italians, which 

include delectable Chiantis from Villa Cafaggio, are in a class of their own, and his 

Mercurey Rouge premier cru, at £13 a bottle when bought by the case, beats any 

comparably priced Burgundy from the Cote d'Or. 

In addition to local merchants, there are also local growers, and they deserve our 

support. One such is situated behind our church at Garsdon, where Keith 

Willingale, a retired naval officer, makes still and sparkling wine from hybrid grapes 

such as Seyval Blanc and Schonburger. Reasonably priced at £60 a case, Keith's 

table white is crisp, sappy and resilient, vividly expressive of our clay-bound and 

curmudgeonly soil. To find out more, visit www.bowinthecloud.co.uk - a site that 

will inspire you to add your drinking energies to the great fight for the local against 

the global, and for the trade in culture against the culture of trade.  
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