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Fresh Look@.... 

Grapevines 
...talks to real gardeners with 

real experience of growing 

different plants right here in 

Wiltshire. 

  
It's opinion and experience we're after and we want you to add to it 

with your own tips and advice. It may not always be scientifically 

proven, but it may just make you take a fresh look@ plants you 

wouldn't have considered before. 

Fresh Look @ Grapevines 

English Wine has been enjoying a renaissance. 

Keith Willingale owns and runs the award winning Bow in the Cloud 

Vineyard at Noah's Ark near Malmesbury and says growing vines at 

home couldn't be easier. 

"Take a twig, stuff it in the ground and 

it'll take - vines are simple to grow." 

The soil should be well drained, as the 

roots will rot if they sit in water. You 

can grow grapes in a large pot, but 

you'll need to provide strong support 

as they're very vigorous. 

"You don't want to feed them either", 

says Keith. 

"Too much nitrogen will give you lots of green growth, but not as 

good a grape yield" 

Don't be put off by Wiltshire's weather, the climate seems to suit 

grapes just fine. 

"We've had our best year yet," says Keith Willingale. 

"We harvested ten tonnes of grapes from our three varieties here. 

Last year that was eight tonnes, and the year before we had around 

six and a half tonnes. So it's getting better each harvest." 

Keith grows three different white 

grapes at Noah's Ark: Bacchus, 

Schonburger and Seyval Blanc. 

While they are sweet grapes, they are 

not renowned for being good 'eaters', 

they're better for making wine. 

"We wanted three grapes to blend 

together to make a single wine, but 

when there is excess we turn it out as 

a wine made by a single grape." 

The wine blended from all three grapes 

is called Cloud Nine and recently picked 

Keith Willingale, The Bow in the Cloud 
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up a bronze award from the UK 

Vineyards Association. 

"Our Bacchus wine is known for its very English flavour," says Keith. 

"Joanna Simon from the Sunday Times called it 'What English wine 

should be ... fresh and grassy'. I think it's more nettley, finely 

flavoured with a good nose on it." 
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