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Lopper who went to prison 

 

Death of Mr Alfred Willingale 

 

By the death of Mr A W, which occurred at his home at Baldwins Hill, Loughton, on 

Wednesday, at the age of 91, there passes from our midst the last of the three men 

who suffered imprisonment for doing damage to the amount of 1/6 by cutting some 

hornbeam and beech trees on enclosed land in the manor of Loughton. The action had 

much to do with the freeing of Epping Forest, and now Mr Willingale’s death has 

again brought up the well-known muddle which has been built up over the case. 

Alfred Willingale was a nephew of Thomas Willingale the elder, who asserted the 

rights of the Loppers of Loughton. It was Alfred Willingale, and his cousins Samuel 

Willingale and William Higgins, who went to prison in connection with the above 

matter. William Willingale, fourth son of Thomas Willingale the elder, only now 

survives and lives at Baldwins Hill. He is 83 years of age. Alfred Willingale and each 

of the other two defendants were each fined 2/6 with 11/- costs and damage. In 

default, they were each sent to prison for 7 days. The full story of the Willingale case 

has been written by Mr Percy Thompson F.L.S, of Loughton and also by the Rev 

J.W.Hayes. The facts of the matter have on more than one occasion been reported in 

the Advertiser. For many years Mr Alfred Willingale has lived with his daughter. The 

funeral takes place on Monday, at which the Rev. J W Hayes will officiate. 
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Loughton funerals 

 

The funeral of Mr Alfred Willingale of 19 Baldwins Hill, Loughton, who went to 

prison for asserting the Lopping Rights, and whose death was announced in our last 

issue, took place on Monday. The Rev, J WW Hayes officiated. After a service at 

Loughton parish Church, the internment was made in the family grave at the 

churchyard. The chief mourners were Mr A Willingale (son), Mrs Curtis, Mrs Smith, 

Mrs Sawyer (daughters) in addition to a large number of nephews and nieces. A large 

number of old Loughton residents were present.  

 

 

 

Transcript taken by Steven Willingale 10/04/2010 from original newspaper held at 

the British Library Newspaper Archive 

 


