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Central Police Court- John Henry Willingale was charged with robbery. It appeared 

that Willingale was once in the employ of Mr. F. Robinson, of George-Street, 

ironmonger, and that for some weeks past Mr. Robinson from time to time missed a 

variety of goods from his store, such as powder-flasks, axes, &c, and though he had a 

suspicion of the prisoner, had not discovered anything that would enable him to take 

proceedings. In the course of Friday night, being up with a sick child, he heard 

someone about the premises, but saw nobody. On Saturday morning he missed an 

empty case from the store and a number of teapots from the shelves; about seven 

o'clock that morning, passing along Pitt Street, he saw the prisoner standing at the 

door of Mr. Mc'Intosh's shop in Pitt Street, in conversation with the shopman; he 

took no notice, but as he passed them he heard prisoner say " at a quarter-past nine; 

very well ;" Believing that he had now a clue to the thief, he gave information to 

Inspector Singleton, and made arrangements to be at Mr. Mc'Intosh's at the 

appointed time; the prisoner came, and in the yard at the rear was the case to which 

he before alluded, but no longer empty-it contained two dozen Britannia metal 

teapots, his property, of the average value of 9s. 6d. each. In the meantime he called 

upon Mr. Mc'Intosh who gave him information also concerning forty American axes, 

fourteen tomahawks, and twelve hammers now produced in Court, which also belong 

to witness, and form above one half of that description of property missing from his 

store besides other goods. John Mc'lntosh, of Pitt Street, ironmonger, deposed that he 

first saw prisoner about a month since, when he offered to sell some powder-flasks, 

but which did not suit him; subsequently he called to sell some American axes, 

tomahawks, and hammers; having seen them before at a sale by auction, he 

questioned prisoner about them; he said he bought them at that sale, and correctly 

quoted the prices at which they were sold; he (witness) therefore concluded that he 

was a purchaser at the sale, and purchased them, taking his receipt (produced); a few 

days after this prisoner came with a lot of twenty more axes, which he begged witness 

to buy, to clear him out of a losing transaction, and he purchased them also; they are 

all now in Court; about 8 o'clock on Saturday morning he saw a barrow and a case in 

his yard, and was in the act of asking his shopman how it came there and to whom it 

belonged, when Mr. Robinson came in and told him something about the matter. 

Isaac Norris, Pitt Street, ginger-beer brewer, deposed that about 6 o’clock on 

Saturday morning prisoner asked him to allow a barrow with a case containing 

teapots to remain in his yard until 7 o'clock; from the nature of the goods he imagined 

they were intended for Mr. Mc'lntosh, and opened his gate, telling the prisoner he had 

better leave the barrow there. William Hopkins, shopman to Mr. Mc'lntosh, deposed 

that between 7 and 8 o clock on Saturday morning the prisoner came to him in the 

shop, said he had put in the yard a case containing teapots, which he wanted to sell to 

Mr Mc'Intosh; he said in reply, that he could not see Mr. Mc'lntosh until a quarter 

past 9 o'clock, at which hour he promised to call again; he did call, and Mr. Singleton 

apprehended him. Prisoner did not cross examine either of the witnesses, nor offer 

any defence. He was committed for trial. Willingale was then charged with stealing 

the barrow on which the case was wheeled by him to Mc’Intosh's. The barrow 

belonged to Mr. Needall, and had been borrowed by one of Mr. Robinson's servants, 

who on coming to work on Saturday missed it. Committed for trial on this charge 

also. 
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Sydney Quarter Sessions- John Henry Willingale was charged with stealing a watch 

and chain, the property of one John Tredgald Strong; he was also charged with 

stealing twenty-four teapots, sixty axes, and twelve hammers, the property of one 

Frederick Roper Robinson. The jury found the prisoner guilty on both informations, 

and he was sentenced to five years hard labour on the roads. There was a third charge 

of stealing against the prisoner, to which he pleaded not guilty; but the Crown 

Prosecutor did not press it.  

 


