
Victor Henry Willingale 

 
Born: - 1892  

Place of Birth:- Camberwell England 

Height:- 5 feet  7 inches Tall 

Parents:-  Joseph Henry and Elizabeth Byne 

Address:- V.H Willingale,  first address C/o  Mr Blaxland, Kenthurst, Sydney N.S.W 

at Nov 1912 

 

 
This photo was taken on the day that he retired 7 Aug 1957 from National Archives 

Sydney. 



Victor Henry Emigrated to Australia in 1912, at the age of 20, and applied to join the 

APO (Australian Postal Office) in 1913. The records show that he has stated that he 

could ride a horse and the entrance exams show that he scored 60 out of 100 for hand 

writing, 75 out of 150 for spelling and 146 out of  200 for arithmetic with a total score 

of 281 out of 450. The test was conducted on 19 Oct 1912.  

He was accepted into the APO as Mounted Letter Carrier at Canterbury Post Office, 

Sydney, Australia, initially on a six months probationary period, however he stayed 

for 44 years. 

Victor Henry had an address in Feb 1913 of Camden Park Estate, Menangle, Sydney.  

 

 

 
This photo was taken around 1920 and was found at the National Archives, Sydney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The post office is still there today 

 
Photo taken Aug 2006 by Alan Willingale 

 

As a Mounted letter carriers were required to provide and maintain their own horses, 

saddles and bridles, he was granted an allowance of ₤31 4s 0p per annum. 

Victor started on an annual salary of ₤ 72 with an allowance of ₤ 6. 

 

There are four records found of Victor purchasing Horses: 

 

On 29
th

 Aug 1913 

Victor purchased a brown horse branded near shoulder HD and S/6 on the side leg for 

the sum of ₤6 15s 0d 

 

27
th

 March 1914 

 A receipt of exchange of horses exchanged this day March 27
th

 one brown gilding for 

1 Black horse ₤8 0s 0d. 

 

15 Feb 1916 

Sold to Mr Willingale 1 Chestnut mare for the sum of ₤10 0s 0d Date 15 Feb 1916. 

 

25 Aug 1916 

Received from Mr Willingale the sum of ₤6 0s 0d for one Chestnut mare branded DR 

near shoulder also number under saddle 16/U near flank and 1 horse Rug 5s 1d. 

 

In March 1922 I have found a letter from the Public Service Commission of 

Melbourne, granting Victor a6-month leave of absence without pay , “[…] and in 

anticipation of approval by you may commence same from 20/3/22. You will not 



however be entitled to recreation leave for the current year vide staff instructions. 

No615.[…]” 

 

Victor Henry travelled back to England to see family as his mother would be around 

60 at this time.  He would have travelled by ship and would have taken approx 1 

month to get to England and 1 month back to Australia. No records have so far been 

found as to which ship he travelled on. 

 

Victor Henry Retired on 7 Aug 1957 from APO 

His testimonial as written in the Australian POST OFFICE magazine Vol 4 No 3 

dated Oct – Nov 1957. 

 

Mr Vic Willingale Postal Officer  in charge (Delivery) at Canterbury, retired on the 7 

Aug 1957, With a unique record of service he had spent forty four years at Canterbury 

post office as a postal officer (Delivery).Thirty Four of them on the same round. 

Estimates that in his time he has walked more than 220,000 miles. 

APO Paid Mr Willingale a visit as he did his final round on his last day on duty. He 

had a busy time farewelling old friends, some of the people who were living in the 

district when he started to work there forty-four years ago came to wish him well in 

his retirement. Mr Willingale recalls that when he was appointed to Canterbury in 

1913, the now densely populated suburb consisted of orchards, paddocks, and market 

gardens. 

Those were in the horse and sulky days and Mr Willingale’s horseback delivery area 

extended to McCallum’s Hill, near what is now known as Lakemba. 

In his early days, Vic Willingale was an active Cricketer and Soccer player. He still is 

a member of the Canterbury Marrickville Soccer club and retains a keen insight into 

the game. 

Alert and fit at retirement, Vic intends to take a well-earned rest and hopes to visit 

N.Z and later England. It will not be his first trip back to England, for he came from 

here originally 1912 and returned for a six-month holiday in 1922. 

At the conclusion of his last day’s duty, Vic was presented with a travelling rug by the 

Postal Office Staff. 

One of his customer’s friends expressed the sentiments of all when she called out to 

him “you’ve been a good scout Vic”. 

 

 

A letter was sent on the 20 Aug 1957 From the Commonwealth of Australia 

Postmaster General Department, Sydney to Vic Willingale. The letter states the 

following. 

 

Dear Mr Willingale  

 

 It has come to my notice that you have retired from the Department after 43 

years service, of which you will, no doubt, have many pleasant memories. 

 

 I would like to congratulate you on you long period of service, and I hope that 

good health and contentment will attend you throughout your retirement. 

 

      Yours Sincerely 

       C.C. Smith 



       Director 

       Posts and Telegraphs 

 

Mr V. H. Willingale 

41 Messiter Street, 

Campsie, Sydney, N.S.W 

 

 
41 Messiter St, Campsie as today 2006  

 

This is the address mention in the letter from the Commonwealth of Australia 

Postmaster General Department Sydney. The owner has stated that Victor was not the 

owner of the property.  

 

Victor Henry was a member of the Australian Letter Carriers Association union, this 

is mandatory on joining the Public Service, Victor payed 4 pound and 6 shillings per 

quarter in 1916 and in 1921 the union fee was 6 pound per quarter.  

 

The other addresses mentioned within correspondence of the time was; “c/o Mr 

Blaxland, Kenthurst’. Kenthurst at the time was the fruit bowl north of Sydney. After 

arriving in Australia, easy money would have been obtained from fruit picking until a 

permanent employment could be found. As fruit picking was seasonal at best, once 

the season was finished he would have had to find other employment.  

 

The next place was Camden Park Estate, Menangle, Sydney. This is south of Sydney 

and was owned by Macarthur Onslow, an eminent person within Australian history. 

He owned a large farm in the Camden area and was a wool pioneer. The farm was a 

major  agriculture centre including dairy, orchards, winery, and wheat.  

 



Victor would have been given, room and board as well as a wages.  Victor’s horse 

riding skills would have come into the light and in the Australian vernacular he would 

have been known as a rouseabout. 

 

 

As mentioned above Victor was a keen football player. The photo below was taken in 

1921, Victor is in the back row, second from the left. His title is Hon Treasure for the 

CFC Canterbury Football club, they were runners up in the metropolitan competition 

1921. 

 

Photo from the Canterbury Library 

Back row from left to right 

T. Brown ( vice Pres.), V.H. Willingale, ( Hon Sec.), W. Griffiths, H. Wright(Vice 

Pres), B. Freckleton, L. Gallager ( Vice Pres.), A.J. Lane ( assist. Hon. Sec.). 

 

2
nd

 row from Back left to right  

L.Lander, A.C Griffiths, H. Ogden (Trainer), T. Forbes, D. McLennan, R.H. Midgley 

(presisdent),  A. Forbes ( Vice Captain). 

 

3rd row from back left to right 

W. Wyber, G. Barton, F. Fortier (Captain), G. Dean, L. Hippisley. 

 

Front Row left to right 

J. Shepley, L. Coley, P. Stafford, H. Bastock (Trainer Absent from photo) 

 



 
 

This photo is from the Canterbury Library, Victor is second row from the front, far 

right, and he is still a Hon Treasurer in 1926. 

 

Back Row from left to right 

L. Midgley, S. Allen, R. Crieve (Hon. Sec), J. Huime (Asst. Sec),  R.H Midgley 

(pres), R. J. Sullivan, W. Horen, C. Smith, C. Bennett. 

 

2
nd

 Row from left to right 

D. McLaren, B. Dakin, R. Horan, A Alexander, T. Bailey (Goalkeeper), P. Melchen, 

W. Courtney, S. Could, A. Valiance (Trainer). 

 

Front Row from left to right 

C. Rodman (groundsman), C. Walker, J. Burns (Vice Capt), L. Cook, W. Brown 

(Capt), J. Basterfield, F. Messenger, H.McLeod, V.Willingale (Hon Treas). 

 

W. Stannard                                                                                      W. Nightingale          

 

 

No information has been found of Victor Henry’s Cricket so far. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Victor Henry Died  26th Nov 1979,  posted in the Sydney Morning Harold News 

Paper 27
th

 Nov 1979 he would have been 87 years. 

 

 
 

 

 
Both from Sydney Morning Harold and Mitchell Library 



 

WILLINGALE, Victor Henry 

November 26. 1979. Fond Brother of Herbert (England) and Mabel (deceased). 

Respected friend of Gwen and Collin Smith and Robyn, Harry and Matthew Etherden. 

 

No record has been found that Victor Henry married during his life. There is a will 

that has been located, but we have to wait until 2010 before it can be viewed, the will 

is held at the state archives Sydney. 

 

 

 

References:-  National Archives Sydney, Canterbury Library, Camden Historical 

Society Sydney,  Mitchell Library Sydney,  Sydney Morning Harold.  

 

 

Researched by Alan Willingale 

 

 

    

 

 


