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A Fresh Look at Life 
 

 
 

 USUALLY WRITE Broadsheet whilst on an aeroplane or waiting to get on one.  
Sometimes I write it whilst in my office at home and I have been known to pour 
myself a gin and tonic and sit in the garden and do it.  Indeed, I once wrote my 

editorial sitting in my woodland at the rear of my house. 

 However, this month is a first 
for me … and, I hope, it is the 
last time I write to you all from 
my hospital bed!! 
 At the end of August I was making 
some modifications to our back garden and 
thought I had indigestion from the tasty 
kipper I had for breakfast.  After a few 
minutes sitting down though it cleared and I 
carried on. 
 However, it wasn‟t long before the pain 
returned, but I gamely carried on until, after 
about three hours of start, stop, start, … 
the pain bought me to my knees and I had 
to stop. 
 There then followed three hours of 
deciding whether to get medical help or not 
before Lesley told me that she was taking 
me to the walk in centre for a check-up.  
She reckoned that if there was something 
wrong then she would still have time to 
spend some of the insurance money before 
the shops closed!! 
 My bum didn‟t touch a chair at the walk 
in centre.  I was taken straight into the 
examination room, despite the 2 hour 
queue outside, and they called an 
ambulance. 
 Now, I have to say that I thought that 
was a bit of an over-reaction just for 
indigestion!! 
 Trouble was, of course, it wasn‟t 
indigestion but a heart attack! 
 I must admit that worried me.  Firstly, I 
had to finish the garden as we were going 
on holiday the following weekend.  Then 
there was my weekly jaunt to France for 
work.  It was most inconvenient. 
 Then a pretty little nurse told me to stop 
worrying about all that and to concentrate 
on surviving the night.  Surviving the night?  
Hey, this is serious! 
 “Oh, and incidentally, there‟s no way 
you‟re going anywhere for at least 5 or 6 
weeks John.” 
 Isn‟t it amazing how one short sentence 
can dramatically change your whole 
outlook on life? 
 “Anything you say nurse!!” 
 So here I am recovering … but bored 
silly.  Luckily, I have been allowed the use 
of my trusty laptop on the condition that I 
do not attempt to do any work or Parish 
Council business. 
 Quite frankly, I‟ll agree to absolutely 
anything at the moment. 
 What better way to relax than to write 
the editorial for this month‟s Broadsheet?  
It‟s such as relief as I had to contact the 
Boss and tell him that I may not be able to 
produce an issue this month.  Needless to 
say, he told me not to even think about it, 
but it now looks as if we will have a 
September issue after all. 
 Having faced my own mortality squarely 

in the face over the last week, I can tell you 
that I have thoroughly reviewed the way I 
live and my priorities. 
 I have been through such an emotional 
roller coaster (a common reaction to a 
heart attack I am told) and I think it has 
done me a lot of good. 
 I can‟t change the requirements of my 
job, but the company have been very 
understanding and have removed many of 
the demands.  It is then up to me to handle 
it all differently. 
 No one makes me eat such rich food 
every evening or drink a bottle of wine 
when a glass will suffice.  That will change 
and I will finish it all off with a walk before 
bedtime instead of a cognac … or two. 
 I considered dropping my Parish 
Council work and gave serious thought to 
resigning my position as Tree Warden. 
 I addressed the possibility of stopping 
my work with the Woodland Trust and 
giving so many talks. 
 Of course, behind all this was the 
thought that I nearly inflicted on my lovely 
daughter the terrible job of telling my 
granddaughters that I wouldn‟t be around 
anymore.  I just couldn‟t have that. 
 So from now on my family will be 
number one priority.  If I am brutally 
honest, they haven‟t been in the past.  A 
Parish Council meeting or talk for the 
Woodland Trust would always come first.  
No more. 
 Second will come my job.  It is a job 
that I love and am very lucky to have.  It 
pays for a very good standard of living and 
I will continue to give it the best I can, but 
maybe not for 60 hours a week.  I will make 
more time for my family and I will discuss 
with my boss cutting back on all the 
travelling. 
 Turning to my „hobbies‟, my work as a 
Parish Tree Warden comes top of the list.  I 
believe that Tree Wardens can make a real 
difference given the backing of a good 
District and Parish Council.  I definitely 
have that and look forward to even more 
success in the future. 
 I love the work I do with the Woodland 
Trust, but that will have to come fourth I‟m 
afraid.  Still, there should be enough time 
for that as long as I manage things 
properly. 
 From that point, my other interests will 
have to compete for the remaining hours 
and there is definitely going to be less 
hours available in future. 
 That will include my work with the 
Parish Council.  Quite frankly, being 
Chairman of a Parish Council places so 
many demands on you that I am not sure I 
want to know anymore. 
 There appears to be an increasing 
number of people who wish to make 
spurious complaints and a system that 

encourages them.  It has reached the point 
where it has had a big effect.  We can no 
longer fill all the seats on Parish Councils! 
 I think I have had enough of all that so I 
will join the ranks of those who are no 
longer willing to put their health at risk. 
 I won‟t make any rushed decisions, but 
that is my way of thinking at the moment … 
and it is a relief I can tell you! 
 I am determined to think positively 
about all this.  That is why I am reviewing 
the way I approach things.  Above all 
though I am aware of how lucky I am to be 
writing this editorial and I am extremely 
grateful. 
 Every morning when I wake up I look 
out of my window at the trees in my 
woodland and make sure that I appreciate 
what I have. 
 It‟s just a shame that it takes something 
like this to make us look at what we have 
and how we abuse our health. 
 It will never happen to me?  Rubbish 
my friend! 
 So, my spare time (after work and my 
family) will be spent solely devoted to 
trees, woodlands and conservation.  That 
will be much as it always has, but it will no 
longer compete with other demands. 
 Trees are my passion, as you all know, 
and I haven‟t yet bored everyone silly 
talking about them.  Therefore I am 
determined to continue my crusade to get 
everyone to value trees as much as I do. 
 A lot of things will change in my life 
from now on but my passion for trees will 
not be one of them.  In fact, if anything, that 
passion has deepened. 
 The days I spent in intensive care were 
in a windowless room full of monitors and 
artificial light.  Then, after some days, I was 
moved into the general ward beside a 
window where I looked out onto the 
wonderful tree line opposite the hospital.  
There was daylight and I could see trees 
and I immediately felt a million times better. 
 Those trees were there long before I 
was born and will remain long after I‟ve 
moved onto that great ancient woodland in 
the sky.  They have seen so much more 
than I could ever possibly see and they 
have given untold pleasure to so many 
people. 
 They sit there silently, never 
complaining and never giving an opinion, 
yet they are so full of wisdom. 
 Each is an eco-system of its own.  Each 
tree supports countless other species that 
depend on it for survival. 
 Me?  I‟m like most of us.  I over rate my 
importance to this planet and, quite frankly, 
I am totally insignificant compared to those 
trees I lovingly gazed upon. 
 Oh yes.  IT‟S GREAT TO BE ALIVE. 
   
  John Fleetwood 
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Epping Forest 
 
 

A Wonderful Forest Just Two Hours Away and Often Overlooked 
 

The Second in a Series of Three Articles 
 
 

 

T THE FIFTH East Anglian regional Tree Wardens‟ Forum ten years ago in 
Epping, Dr Eric Dormer, Senior Verderer of Epping Forest, presented a paper on 
“The Verderer‟s Role and the History of Epping Forest” and I have reproduced 

that here.  Please note that I first included this paper in issue 013 of Broadsheet in 
October 1999. 

 Dr Dormer has been a 
Verderer of the Forest for 19 
years.  He was, at one time, a 
weather forecaster for the 
famous Dambusters. 
 Epping Forest is an area that has 
probably been wooded since the end of the 
last Ica Age, circa 8000 BC.  There has 
been continuous woodland cover in the 
area since at least 3000 BC.  Such 
prehistoric natural woodland is referred to 
as „wildwood‟ and can be found in the 
Forest today.  Within this wildwood, our 
ancient ancestors would have hunted red 
deer and wild boar. 
 Then Iron Age saw early man start to 
make his mark on the Forest when he 
constructed major earthworks hidden deep 
within the trees at Ambresbury Banks and 
Loughton Camp.  The remains of these 
earthworks can still be seen.  Evidence of 
Roman settlements has been found on the 
more fertile lower slopes of the wooded 

ridge.  Local legend has it that Queen 
Boadicea fought her last battle against the 
Romans at Ambresbury Banks, although 
there is little to support the story. 
 The Anglo-Saxons settled in the area 
between 600 and 800 AD, establishing 
villages along the valleys of the rivers Lea 
and Roding.  They used the wooded high 
land as a source of timber and grazed their 
animals on the richer lower land.  Their 
influence is reflected in many of the local 
Anglo-Saxon place names such as Epping, 
(„ing‟ meaning people of), Waltham („ham‟ 
meaning home) and Loughton („ton‟ 
meaning town). 
 The woodlands ceased to be a 
wildwood as they became an economic 
resource for the local communities.  Pollen 
records show that in around 850 AD, the 
then common small-leaved lime began to 
decline, possibly because the species was 
felled or its leaves were over-grazed by 
animals.  It may be that other common 
trees, beech, oak and hornbeam, had a 

greater economic value as timber and fuel.  
Clearances for grazing more cattle also 
began to change the face of the Forest. 
 In the Middle Ages, the term „Forest‟ 
described a tract of land established by the 
Crown to provide sport for the King and 
venison for his table.  Forests included 
woodland, villages and farmland as well as 
„wastes‟ which were usually low grade 
lands often covered with gorse, heather 
and tough grass.  Often, the „wastes‟ were 
used by the local people for common 
grazing of their livestock.  The right of 
common grazing was well-established by 
the 8

th
 century and plays an important role 

in the Forest‟s history. 
 The first Royal Forests in England were 
set up by William the Conqueror.  He 
declared a set of Forest laws to protect not 
only the animals of the chase, such as deer 
and wild boar, but their habitat as well.  
There were penalties of blinding and 
mutilation for those caught poaching and it 
was soon realised that the Forests were 
useful sources of revenue, as fines could 
be levied on law breakers.  As early 
medieval kings were often short of cash, 
more Royal Forests were created.  In about 
1130 AD, during the reign of Henry I, most 
of the county of Essex was declared the 
Royal Forest of Essex.  By the 13

th
 century, 

Royal Forests covered almost a quarter of 
England.  The King did not necessarily own 
these Forests, but they were managed for 
the benefit of the Crown.  The Lords of the 
Manors retained the ownership of the soil 
and timber and the local commoners had 
rights to cut firewood, graze cattle and herd 
swine. 
 By the time of its designation as a 
Royal Forest, Essex was already a well-
populated agricultural county and there 
was considerable resentment among the 
local communities against the restrictions 
imposed on them by the new Forest laws.  
Landowners could not fell their own trees 
or clear their own land without paying for 
permission from the King‟s Forest officials.  
Fines were levied for clearances in the 
Forest „waste‟ or for erecting stock-proof 
fences which interfered with the free 
passage of the King‟s deer.  The King‟s 
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Foresters often abused their authority and 
filled their own purses by charging extra 
fines. 
 Goats were forbidden because they 
were said to make the grass unpalatable to 
the deer.  Ownership of a dog big enough 
to chase deer was forbidden, unless the 
dog was lamed by cutting off the toes of its 
forefeet.  Most owners chose to pay a fine 
for having an unlamed dog. 
 Hostility to the Forest Laws was a major 
factor in the campaign centred around 
Magna Carta, the feudal charter of liberties 
issued by King John in 1215.  Many 
landowners paid considerable sums to the 
King in order to have their lands exempted 
from the Royal Forests. 
 As taxation on trade with Europe 
increased, revenues from the Royal 
Hunting Forests became less significant.  
By 1301, only fragments of the Forest of 
Essex remained under royal control.  The 
largest tract was Waltham Forest, covering 
around 60,000 acres (24,291 hectares).  It 
was mainly farmland, but included land 
which is Epping Forest today.  Forest Laws 
continued and offences against them were 
tried in the Verderes‟ courts; a Verderer 
being a specialist type of Magistrate 
appointed to protect the King‟s Forestal 
rights.  (Today, Verderes are elected by the 
commoners and protect their rights.)  
Although intended to protect the King‟s 
interests, the courts played a useful role, 
ensuring future supplies of wood and feed 
by regulating the amount of wood cut for 
fuel and the number of cattle grazed by 
each commoner in the Forest. 
 Land on which grazing and wood 
cutting is combined is known as wood-
pasture.  In Waltham Forest it produced a 
stable mosaic of woods, heaths and 
pasture with little change for 700 years.  
Commoners‟ cattle roamed freely through 
the Forest as it was forbidden to herd or 
enclose them.  Firewood was obtained by 
pollarding trees.  This practice meant 
harvesting timber above grazing height.  
When the timber was cut, the trees would 
throw out new shoots and those in turn 
would be cut when they reached the 
required size.  Landowners could 
occasionally coppice trees if they paid for 
licences to erect fences to protect the new 
growth from the animals.  Coppicing 
involved cutting tree trunks down to ground 
level and them harvesting the new growth 
for building timber or, more commonly, 
fencing. 
 The citizens of London gained the right 
to hunt in the Forest on Easter Monday (it 
is said that Henry iii gave the right in the 
13

th
 century).  The Easter Hunt became a 

great civic occasion led by the Lord Mayor 
and Alderman. 
 Henry Viii is said to have hunted here 
regularly and before setting off on one 
chase he waited at High Beach, on the 
west of the Forest, to hear the cannon from 
the Tower of London signalling the 
execution of Anne Boleyn.  He is thought to 
have had a lodge in the area, but 
commissioned another building in 1543 
from which to view the chase at Chingford.  
Known then as the Great Standing, it is a 
superb example of the timber-framed 
architecture of the period.  Queen 
Elizabeth I, who according to a report 
dated 1602, regularly hunted on 
horseback, even at the age of 69, may 
have used the Great Standing and its 
connection with Henry Viii was largely 

forgotten.  Queen Elizabeth‟s Hunting 
Lodge, as the Great Standing is now 
known, can still be seen in the Forest 
today. 
 By the 18

th
 century, royal interest in 

hunting had waned.  It was around this 
time that the wooded region of south-west 
Essex became known as Epping Forest.  
Here the relationship between the 
landowners and commoners had always 
been an uneasy one.  The landowners 
owned all the unpollarded timber trees 
whereas the commoners had the right to 
take wood only from existing pollards.  
There were frequent complaints in the 
Forest courts that the commoners had 
lopped maiden trees and turned them into 
pollards.  The commoners, on the other 
hand, resisted every attempt by landlord to 
enclose their woods, even when given 
permission by the Verderers‟ Court.  They 
jealously guarded their grazing and cutting 
rights and tore down any new fences and 
sometimes assaulted the workmen erecting 
them. 
 In the 19

th
 century the antagonism 

came to a head.  The Crown no longer 
used remaining Royal Forests for hunting 
or as a source of venison and was only too 
keen to sell its Forestal tights to the 
landowners.  Many of the nineteen Epping 
Forest landowners, who retained their 
medieval title of lords of the manor, 
decided to enclose their respective 

manors.  The commoners protested, 
demanding that the Verderers should stop 
the enclosures and uphold the commoners‟ 
rights, as well as those of the Crown.  By 
this time, the Verderers‟ Court had little 
power and was hindered by the attitude of 
the middle classes, who believed that 
rights of common were bad for the morals 
of the poor as they allowed them to avoid 
settled labour.  Epping Forest, for example, 
was described as the „nursery and resort of 
the most idle and profligate of men”. 
 In 1851, an event occurred which 
scandalised the local people.  Hainault 
Forest, part of the original Forest of 
Waltham, was disafforested, that is 
released from the control of the laws 
governing a Royal Forest.  Within weeks, 
all but a fraction of its trees were grubbed 
up and the land put under the plough.  The 
Epping Forest community was determined 
that such desecration would never happen 
to their Forest. 
 Influential local men like Sir Thomas 
Fowell Buxton supported those who took 
legal action against enclosures.  The most 
important case Sir Thomas supported was 
that of Thomas Willingale in 1886.  
Willingale filed a bill in Chancery claiming 
lopping rights to trees in Loughton Manor, 
where the lord had put a ring fence around 
almost all of his Forest land.  Edward North 
Buxton, bother of Sir Thomas, drew the 
case to the attention of the Commons 
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Preservation Society and 
then to the Corporation 
of London.  The legal 
battle dragged on and 
Willingale dies before the 
case was concluded. 
 By then feelings were 
running so high, both 
among local people and 
in the Corporation of 
London, that, in 1871, 
the Corporation instituted 
proceedings against all 
the lords of the manors 
who had recently 
enclosed land.  It had the 
legal right to do this 
because it owned some 
land in a Forest parish 
and therefore had 
commoner status.  More 
than half of Epping 
Forest‟s 6,000 acres 
(2.429 hectares) had 
been enclosed since 
1850 and the 
Corporation took on the 
mammoth task of 
proving such enclosures 
illegal. 
 The court case took 
three years to prepare.  
A huge amount of 
evidence was taken from the lords of the 
manors, commoners and historical 
sources.  Eventually, the argument was 
reduced to one issue: that of 
intercommonage.  Intercommonage is the 
right of commoners to graze cattle 
throughout the whole of the Forest and not 
be confined to the manor in which the 
commoners lived.  The lords of the manors 
contended that if they could induce the 
commoners to accept compensation four 
the loss of their rights, as lords of the 
manors, they should be allowed to enclose 
their land.  The court judged that common 
rights were of such antiquity that, even if 
the majority of commoners agreed to 

relinquish their rights, just one of them 
could veto the change.  It therefore ruled 
the enclosures illegal. 
 Even though it won the case, the 
Corporation of London wanted to ensure 
the Forest would always be available to the 
public “for the purposes of health and 
recreation”.  As the government was 
unwilling to take on the responsibility, the 
Corporation resolved in 1875 to purchase 
the unenclosed „waste‟ of all nineteen 
manors entirely at its own expense.  By 
1878 it had acquired 3,500 acres (1.417 
hectares).  In the same year, the Epping 
Forest Act was passed.  The most 
monumentous event in the history of the 

Forest, the Act legally invested the 
Corporation of London as the Forest‟s 
Conservators.  Epping Forest ceased to be 
a Royal Forest and the Crown‟s right to 
deer and venison was terminated.  
Commoners were paid compensation as 
pollarding was no longer allowed, although 
grazing rights continued. 
 On 6 May 1882, Queen Victoria 
formally declared Epping Forest open.  The 
Forest became, in effect, “the People‟s 
Forest”, as the Act laid down the stipulation 
that “the Conservators shall at all times 
keep Epping Forest unenclosed and unbuilt 
on as an open space for the recreation and 
enjoyment of the public”.  The Corporation 

of London had save 
Epping Forest for 
posterity. 
 Being the managing 
body of such a huge open 
space brought its own 
problems.  There were no 
examples of how to 
balance the requirements 
of the visiting public, while 
protection the Forest itself, 
so early management was 
rather experimental. 
 In the summer months, 
places like Chingford Plain 
and High Beach were 
crowded with a vast 
number of visitors, mostly 
from London‟s East End, 
who enjoyed donkey 
rides, swings, coconut 
shies and other 
entertainments. Giant 
refreshment rooms, called 
„Forest Retreats‟, catered 
for as many as 
2,000people at a sitting.  
As late as 1920, 102,000 
people passed through 
Chingford Station in a 
single day on their way to 
the Forest. 
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Irreplaceable Caledonian Forest Faces Developer's Axe 
 
 

EVELOPMENT PLANS to build a vast housing and leisure complex threaten to 
flatten 160 hectares (400 acres) of historic Caledonian forest north west of 
Perth.  A further 240 hectares (600 acres) of associated woodland is also 

threatened from the plan submitted on a part of the vast Dall Estate, which boasts 
unique eco systems and rare wildlife formed over hundreds and probably thousands 
of years. 

 The Woodland Trust Scotland 
has now added its objections to 
a growing list of dissenters 
listed with Perth and Kinross 
Council.  
 The South Rannoch woodland lies next 
to the Black Wood of Rannoch - the most 
southerly remnant of Caledonian forest in 
Scotland.  Formed at the end of the last Ice 
Age, it is considered to be one of the last 
remaining wildernesses in the British Isles. 
 The potential loss of woodland – the 
size of Regent‟s Park and bigger than 
Hyde Park in London ( over 2 and half 
times the size of Glasgow‟s Pollok Park) - 
is the biggest amount of threatened ancient 
woodland the Woodland Trust has ever 
encountered and has been described by 
the Woodland Trust as „totally ludicrous‟. 
 South Rannoch woodlands are home to 
a wide variety of wildlife, much of which is 
not found elsewhere in the British Isles. 
The „Red List‟-protected capercaillie, the 
population of which has declined so rapidly 
that it is at very real risk of extinction, is 
found in the woodland, together with the 
equally rare black grouse  - one of the most 
rapidly declining bird species in the UK. 
 Other important dependent species 
include bats, red squirrels, wood ants and 
golden eagles. 
 “The Woodland Trust Scotland has 
submitted its objection to the plans. The 
proposals will effectively pour concrete 
over this habitat, destroying the valuable 
wildlife within and isolating the Black Wood 
of Rannoch even further”, says Andrew 
Fairbairn, Policy and Communications 
Manager Woodland Trust Scotland. 

 “It is disappointing that, in this day and 
age, with so much more awareness of the 
importance of protecting the natural 
environment that a developer can propose 
something so damaging and ludicrous that 
would result in thousands of years of 
evolution being lost forever.  
 “Ancient Woodland is an irreplaceable 
habitat and there has been no attempt to 
minimise the damage to it, it will just be 
razed to the ground if this goes ahead.” 
 He continues “We call on Perth and 
Kinross council to throw out this planning 

application, due to the totally unacceptable 
level of environmental vandalism it will 
cause, and to allow this fragment of the 
once great forest to remain.” 
 Areas of Caledonian Forest covered 
Scotland but now only small fragments 
remain. Ancient woodland is the richest 
habitat for species in the UK, the UK‟s 
equivalent of the rainforest.  
 Caledonia was the ancient Romans‟ 
name for Scotland, the name continuing as 
a description of its once dense forestation.

 
 
 
 
 

Hastings Residents Robbed of Ancient Woodland 
 
 

OLLOWING last year‟s battle with conservation groups and local residents over 
the Hastings-Bexhill bypass it appears that yet again the council are oblivious to 
environmental concerns.  

 A planning application for 
new residential properties 
adjacent to two Ancient Semi-
Natural Woodlands has been 
approved, even though it will 
potentially cut a swathe through 
a strip of one of the woodland 
sites, Robsack Wood;  some-
thing which had been planned 
as far back as 2004. 
 Robsack Wood had previously been 

designated as a Local Nature Reserve, 
which is done so when a site has intrinsic 
value to both wildlife and the public. The 
whole LNR site is renowned for 
invertebrates and wildflowers, not to 
mention protected species such as bats. 
The bats are likely to forage along the edge 
of the woodland – right next to the area 
identified for development.  
 This strip of irreplaceable ancient 
woodland was deliberately left out of the 
reserve to ensure that development 
potential of the adjacent site was 

safeguarded, allowing access onto the 
main road - an apparently premeditated act 
of woodland desecration.  A local resident 
who contacted the council directly to 
question this was told that this was an 
intentional action, showing scant regard for 
the environment yet again.  
 As a result, residents and decision 
makers will have been under the 
impression that the entire woodland was 
safe from development through the LNR 
designation.  It has only come to light that 
an area of woodland had been left out of 
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the LNR designation deliberately to allow 
development, after outline permission was 
granted. 
 Furthermore during lengthy e-mail 
conversations between the local resident 
and council workers, it became apparent 
that not all council staff involved in the 
plans were aware that the area in question 
had been missed out of the reserve.  
 It was also requested that any planning 
application which encroaches onto 
protected woodland should lead to 
consultation with the Woodland Trust and 
other appropriate bodies prior to 
submission. 
 The Woodland Trust was sadly 

informed of the situation too late in the day 
to oppose the planning application, Alice 

Farr from the Trust commented: 
“Environmentally important sites are often 
designated nature reserves to help protect 
them from development. Deliberately 
leaving out areas to safeguard 
development undermines the protection 
offered and leaves wildlife helpless against 
urban expansion.” 
 This comes on the back of previous 
research from the Trust which shows that 
273 ancient woodlands covering 22 square 
miles (5740 hectares) in the South East 
have been under threat from destruction or 
degradation in the last decade. This figure 
includes over 40 across the whole of 
Sussex itself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Massive Survey Probes the 
Secrets of Britain's Forests 
 
 

ORESTRY COMMISSION surveyors are starting work on what will be the most 
comprehensive record of information about Britain's woods and forests ever 
compiled. 

 The information they gather 
will be vital for planning to 
ensure that Britain's forests can 
withstand changes in the 
climate, contribute to climate 
change mitigation and help 
society cope with some of the 
effects of climate change, such 
as flooding and heat-waves.  
 It will also underpin a wide range of 
future decisions about topics such as forest 
planning, nature conservation, research, 
planting, forest and timber industries' 
development, and public recreation. 
 The surveyors will visit 15,000 
woodland sites the length and breadth of 
England, Scotland and Wales over the next 
five years to gather information about 
numbers and species of trees, their age, 
height and condition, and the other living 
things in the woods. 
 It will all be fed into the next National 
Forest Inventory, along with other material 
gathered by, for example, aerial 
photography and satellite imagery, to 
create an accurate, up-to-date picture of 
the amount and condition of Britain's 
woodland. 
 It will also help to reveal valuable 
information about any changes that have 
occurred since the last inventory was 
compiled in the 1990s, such as whether 
there has been an increase, decline or no 
change in the area and condition of 
Britain's woodland. 
 The National Forest Inventory is a 
massive project that the Commission has 
undertaken about every 10 to 15 years 
since the 1920s.  The current one, 

however, will be run continuously, and has 
greater significance than usual because of 
climate change, as Peter Weston, the 
Commission's head of inventory and 
forecasting, explained, 
 "There is growing recognition of the role 
that trees and forests can play in helping to 
prevent runaway climate change, and in 
helping society adapt to the effects of 
climate change. 
 "And like any organisation with policy, 
planning, advisory or management 
responsibility for a major national resource, 
we need accurate, up-to-date information 
about it that is scientifically and statistically 
sound. 
 "This is going to be especially important 
in light of the role that woods and forests 
will play in the Government's recently 
announced UK Low-Carbon Transition 
Plan. For example, it will be vital for 
forestry's contribution to the plan to have 
accurate data on the carbon stored in 
Britain's forests, and the survey will play an 
important part in helping us to get it." 
 Other government organisations and 
the private sector also use National Forest 
Inventory data in their planning. Keith 
Kirby, forestry and woodland officer with 
Natural England, commented, 
 "The NFI is important to government 
organisations such as Natural England. For 
example, it provides the overall framework 
of information on England's trees and 
woods which enables us to put into context 
what is happening in ancient woods and 
other, protected sites." 
 For the private-sector forest and timber 
industries, Steve Lavery, managing director 
of UPM-Tilhill, added, 

"The accurate and up-to-date 
information that the NFI will provide about 

the timber resource growing across Britain 
will be vital to timber growers and 
processors alike. It will enable us to plan 
investment with confidence so that we can 
continue with sustainable growth, and with 
the associated job and wealth creation that 
the sector has generated for the British 
economy in recent decades." 
 Mr Weston concluded, "To get the best 
data possible we need a little help from 
woodland owners, so we're writing to those 
whose woodlands we want to visit to 
explain what we're doing and to seek their 
help, where necessary, with access and 
information. 
 "The visits will be unobtrusive, and most 
will last only about half a day. No damage 
will be done to trees or other property, all 
information gathered will be treated in strict 
confidence, and none of the summary 
reports will reveal information about 
individual woodlands." 
 The first round of surveying is being 
conducted in all parts of Britain during 
August, September and October 2009, and 
the survey will continue until 2014. 
 Further information is available from 
www.forestry.gov.uk/inventory, by emailing 
national.forest.inventory@forestry.gsi.gov.u
k, or by calling the Commission's Inventory 
& Forecasting Unit on 0131 445 2176.
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Wildwood Project Turns Back the Clock 
4,000 Years and Helps Save the Red Squirrel 

 
 
 

 MAJOR LANDSCAPE project in the uplands of mid Wales aims to re-create the 
bogs, heath and ancient wet woodlands that stone-age man would have walked 
through more than 4,000 years ago.  The Tywi Wildwood programme is the 

latest move by Forestry Commission Wales to increase the diversity of habitats within 
the 130,000 hectares of forest it manages on behalf of the Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

 Work on large-scale 
landscape change has 
already started on a 
1,000 hectare site near 
Pontrhydfendigaid – 
one of the most remote 
areas of Ceredigion - 
close to Strata Florida 
Abbey. 
 Conifer stands within the 
10,000 hectare sitka spruce 
plantation are being felled and 
now a survey has begun to 
work out how best the whole 
area can be managed for 
conservation.  
 “Once we have assessed 
the condition of the land we will 
be planning the best way to 
recreate the landscape as it 
would have been just after the 
Ice Age,” said James Tinney, 
district conservation manager for FC 
Wales. 
 FC Wales specialists want to recreate 
bog, heathland, wet woodland, red squirrel 
areas, ponds, open wet areas and ancient 
woodland as part of the project. 
 They plan to replant parts of the site 
with trees which will help to foster one of 
the last colonies of red squirrels in Wales 
and act as a buffer zone, protecting them 

from grey squirrel invasion. 
 Blocking land drains is a key part of the 
expected programme which will also help 
bring more protected species into the area 
including the nightjar, merlin, grouse, and 
water vole.  
 By holding more water up in the 
Wildwood, flooding will be reduced, 
improving water quality and reducing the 
threat to land and property further 
downstream. 

 “This will be an ongoing 
project over the next decades, 
gently helping the habitat return 
to the way it would have been 
when Stone Age man was living 
in the landscape,” said James. 
 The Elenydd Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) is on one 
side of the Wild Wood and open 
farmland on the other and the 
Tywi Wildwood will link both 
hillsides up for the first time in 
generations.  
 Environment Agency Wales 
has joint sponsored part of the 
work on pond creation, drain 
blocking and the creation of a wet 
woodland.  A five-year agreement 
between the Environment Agency 
Wales, South and West Wales 
Wildlife Trust and Forestry 
Commission Wales is expected 
be agreed in the coming months. 
 Hilary Foster, Biodiversity 

Officer at Environment Agency Wales, 
said, “The Tywi Wildwood offers the 
prospect of large-scale habitat creation and 
restoration. 
 “Environment Agency Wales welcomes 
the opportunity to work together with 
Forestry Commission Wales and support 
this exciting project. As the Wildwood 
develops, the enhanced biodiversity will 
benefit not only wildlife, but also those 
wishing to visit and enjoy the area.”

 
 
 
 

New Move to Protect Red Squirrels 
in the Yorkshire Dales 

 
 

HE FORESTRY COMMISSION has pledged £153,000 for vital work to help 
safeguard the future of the Yorkshire Dale‟s red squirrel population.  A grant has 
been awarded to UPM Tilhill to help stem the incursion of grey squirrels into 

1000 hectare (2500 acre) Greenfield Forest, near Hawes, Langstrothdale, which was 
last year designated as the country‟s 17th red squirrel reserve. 

 Habitat creation and wildlife 
conservation are important 
drivers behind the Regional 
Forestry Strategy for Yorkshire 
and the Humber. 
 Now with the backing of forest chiefs - 
offered under the English Woodland Grant 

Scheme - a full-time ranger will be 
appointed to check and reverse the spread 
of greys into the remote wood using 
humane traps and other methods.  
 The aim is to push the animal back 
beyond a buffer zone set up around the 
forest, allowing reds to strengthen their 
foothold.  
 Red squirrels were first confirmed in 

Greenfield in 2004 and are probably an 
offshoot of the Cumbrian population.  Once 
widespread, the creature is now confined 
to just a few areas of England, chiefly in 
Northumberland, Cumbria and North 
Yorkshire.  
 The North American grey squirrel poses 
a twin threat: not only does it out compete 
its smaller cousin for food, but far more 
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significantly, it carries the parapox virus, 
which is lethal to the reds. Jeremy Dick, 
Yorkshire Dales Woodland Officer with the 
Forestry Commission, said:  
 “Reds and greys cannot co-exist 
together in the longer term so we‟re faced 
with a simple conservation choice. 
Greenfield Forest is a good place to make 
a stand as it‟s an isolated wood and one 
planted almost entirely with conifer trees 
like spruce.  They produce a small seed, 
which is enough to keep reds nourished 
and give them an edge.  The new ranger 
will play a crucial role in combating the 
spread of greys and also working with 

stakeholders and neighbouring landowners 
to provide additional protection to red 
squirrels.” 
 UPM Tilhill, which manages Greenfield 
Forest, is working with Red Alert North 
England partners including the Forestry 
Commission, Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority and the Save Our Squirrels 
project to implement new management 
guidelines for the reserve.  It is hoped that 
the new ranger will be in place shortly. 
Funding will be spread over five years. 
 John Gallacher, Ecologist, UPM Tilhill 
said:  
 "UPM Tilhill takes habitat and species 

conservation very seriously and we have 
been working to encourage red squirrels in 
the Dales for a number of years. 
Greenfield, because of its size and 
location, provides us with a wonderful 
opportunity to create a sustainable reserve 
where red squirrels can thrive.  A healthy 
population of red squirrels can act as a 
point of migration from which emigration 
can take place to other suitable areas.  
This grant will enable UPM Tilhill to 
manage grey squirrels at Greenfield and 
help to ensure the long term survival of our 
native species." 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ospreys Pack Their Bags! 
 
 

XPERTS BELIEVE that Kielder Water & Forest Park‟s ospreys may have 
departed for warmer climes.  The historic brood of three chicks – the first born 
in Northumberland for at least 200 years – and their first time parents have most 

probably embarked on their 3,500 mile migration to sub-Saharan Africa to escape the 
harsh winter weather. 

 Last week, Forestry 
Commission rangers found no 
sign of mum and one of the 
chicks, suggesting they were 
first to begin the epic journey.   
 Martin Davison, Forestry Commission 
Ornithologist, said  “The adult female 
usually sets off first, with the rest following 
soon after.  We would expect that to 
happen around now so there‟s nothing 
sinister in the lack of sightings.  The male 
and two chicks were still hunting on Kielder 
Water last week, but with mum and one of 
the brood gone they were probably getting 
itchy feet – or wings.” 
 The ospreys hatched in June on a 
platform specially erected by the Forestry 
Commission.  Northumbrian Water‟s 
Kielder Water also proved an excellent 
hunting ground, helping produce fighting fit 
chicks. But now the youngsters face the 
biggest challenge of their lives – their first 
migration.  
 Martin Davison 
added “This is their 
most vulnerable time. 
Quite simply it‟s an 
enormous undertaking 
for an inexperienced 
bird and some 
estimates suggest that 
one in two don‟t make 
it.   The safest route is 
to hug the coastline 
down through France 
and Spain, but some 
opt for the seemingly 
shorter hop across the 
Bay of Biscay.  That 
could be a fatal mistake 
because although 
ospreys are strong 
fliers it can prove too 
much in one go and 

they drop exhausted into the sea.” 
 The adult ospreys will almost certainly 
return to the same nest next year and 
plans are being made to erect a camera to 
allow visitors to Kielder Water & Forest 
Park to enjoy unique views of the nest.  
The male will reappear in March to check 
the site, with the female flying in a week or 
two later.   Chicks will remain in West 
Africa for a couple of years and if fortune 
smiles on them they will return to the UK in 
spring 2012.  Experts now believe all the 
offspring are female.  They have a greater 
homing instinct than males, so it‟s possible 
they may reappear at Kielder Water & 
Forest Park.   
 Elisabeth Rowark, Director of the 
Kielder Partnership, said: “The ospreys 
have been a terrific and heart-warming 
story.  We hear so much these days about 
wildlife on the decline that it makes all 
successes being achieved in Kielder Water 
& Forest Park even more important.  It‟s 
now fingers‟ crossed for the safe return of 

the adults.” 
Thousands of people have taken 

advantage of a special osprey viewing 
point in Kielder Water & Forest Park 
operated by the RSPB and 
Northumberland Wildlife Trust, with support 
from Northumberland National Park. 
Special sailings of Northumbrian Water‟s 
Osprey ferry to view the birds on Kielder 
Water also proved a hit.  Nature lovers 
came from as far afield as Hong Kong, 
where they had read about the birds in 
local newspapers. 
 Ospreys were once distributed widely in 
the UK, but persecution resulted in the 
species becoming extinct in England as a 
breeding bird in 1840 and in Scotland in 
1916. Birds re-colonised Scotland in the 
1950s and by 2001 there were nearly 160 
breeding pairs (today about 200). The 
same year saw the first successful osprey 
nests in England for 160 years by re-
colonising birds in the Lake District and re-
introduced ones at Rutland Water in the 

East Midlands. 
 The Kielder 
Partner-ship is a 
public, voluntary and 
private sector 
collaboration working 
to develop Kielder 
Water & Forest Park 
as an inspirational 
place for leisure, 
exploration and fun.  
Partners are the 
Calvert Trust Kielder, 
Environment Agency, 
Forestry Commission, 

Northumberland 
County Council and 
Northumbrian Water, 
plus representation 
from community 
groups. 
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Fungus Find Phenomenal 
 
 

HE NEW FOREST has confounded conservationists once again by yielding up a 
species hitherto unknown to science.  However, even as the new type of „tooth 
fungus‟ was being discovered on the Forestry Commission estate, near 

Lyndhurst, its future was already uncertain. 

It belongs to the group of 
„stipitate hydnoid‟ fungi, which 
are in a rapid and worrying 
decline across the UK. 
 Ecologist Sarah Oakley said “The new 
fungus is a yellow form of Phellodon 
melaeucus.  Like other species in its group, 
it can be distinguished by the small „teeth‟ 
descending from its cap.   They replace the 
gills or pores commonly found in other 
fungi. 
 “The most amazing thing about it is that 
it has remained undiscovered for so long in 
one of the most intensively studied natural 
habitats on earth.” 
 Sarah added that the fungus‟ true 
identity had been shielded because there 
were other similar varieties but with 
different colour patterns. The secret, she 

said, finally came out when scientists at 
Cardiff University isolated the fungus‟ DNA 
and found it to be unique. 
 The research that led to the find was 
funded by the Forestry Commission and 
New Forest National Park Authority. 
 In addition, it will be the organisations‟ 
work in protecting Hampshire‟s world 
famous woodlands that will safeguard the 
fungus‟ future. 
 The reason so many rare and 
endangered wildlife species thrive in the 
forest is that most of the land has never 
been „improved‟ by chemicals and artificial 
fertilisers. 
 A key part of the New Forest‟s long-
term management strategy is to protect the 
ancient „commoning‟ way of life and 
agriculture that has made the landscape 
what it is. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map Giveaway for Schoolkids 
 
 

CHOOLCHILDREN across England and Wales have the chance to get their hands 
on free Ordnance Survey maps, as the national mapping agency launched the 
Free maps for 11-year-olds scheme on 4 September.  The initiative offers every 

Year 7 pupil a free OS Explorer Map and has been an overwhelming success since its 
launch in 2002, with the 5 millionth map given away last year. 

 The scheme not only 
supports learning about 
geography and the environment 
but also helps encourage 
children and their families to get 
out and about and explore their 
local area. It has been praised 
by teachers, pupils and parents 
alike. 
 “Being able to understand the 
information on a map, whether it‟s on 
paper, the Internet or a hand-held gadget, 
and relate that to the world you see around 
you is a really important life skill,” 
comments Elaine Owen, Ordnance 
Survey‟s Corporate Responsibility 
Manager. 
 “The Free maps for 11-year-olds 
scheme is helping children learn these 
skills and is open to every Year 7 pupil in 
country.  All your school has to do is place 
their order on our website.” 
 This year Ordnance Survey is working 
with Natural England to offer teachers an 

additional resource.  A booklet entitled The 
Language of Landscape, also created with 
help from the Geographical Association, 
will be distributed to teachers in England 
and features practical lesson ideas and tips 
on further incorporating map work into the 
curriculum. 
 Dr Helen Phillips, Natural England‟s 
Chief Executive, adds: “Maps are a great 
way for children to learn about the natural 
environment.  Not only can they open up a 
new world by showing hidden gems in a 
local area, but it gives children the chance 
to explore what‟s there – whether it‟s a 
national park or a wildlife site closer to 
home. 
 “A recent survey by Natural England 
showed that less than a quarter of children 
now visit a local green space on a weekly 
basis, half the number of their parents‟ 
generation.  We are therefore delighted to 
be involved in this exciting project by 
helping to grow children‟s love of the 
outdoors”. 
 As well as a free OS Explorer Map, 
pupils are also being given the chance to 

win an all expenses paid day out with the 
Field Studies Council in Exmoor National 
Park.  The 12 winners that can correctly 
complete the answers to five questions will 
have the chance to put their map-reading 
skills into practice and enjoy the many 
activities planned for the day. 
 To take advantage of the scheme, 
teachers must place their order by 30 
November 2009 on the Ordnance Survey 
free maps website. 
 Further support for teachers is also 
available on Ordnance Survey‟s MapZone 
website which offers a range of educational 
games.  There is also the online explore 
portal, which allows users to plot, share 
and search for routes on Ordnance Survey 
mapping.  Teachers are using the site, 
which is free to access, to highlight 
different map symbols to their pupils. 
 Visit the Getting Involved section of the 
website to download Natural England‟s 
„The language of landscape‟ brochure. 
 For more information call the free maps 
helpline on 0845 337 3133 or email 
freemapenquiries@ordnancesurvey.co.uk. 
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Putting £4 Million Worth of 
Squelch Back into the Countryside 

 
 

Natural England announces new funding for a ‘Wetland Vision’ 
 
 

WATHES of England‟s lost or degraded wetlands will be restored to their boggy 
beginnings, thanks to £4million worth of funding from Natural England for 
almost 2000 hectares of wetland recovery projects over the next two years.  As 

the Wetland Vision project celebrates its first anniversary, this new funding will benefit 
grazing marshes, raised bogs, reedbeds and fragile fenland across England. 

 Money is being given to 
conservation organisations 
including The Wildlife Trusts 
and RSPB, who will work with 
the Environment Agency and 
English Heritage to manage the 
careful process of re-wetting 
the land.  
 The restoration of watery habitats will 
help a multitude of wildlife including 
declining bird species such as snipe and 
redshank. Wetlands can also benefit the 
public by providing a natural water store to 
help prevent flooding. 
 Dr Helen Phillips, Chief Executive for 
Natural England: said: “It may be hard to 
imagine, but England was once a much 
wetter place than it is today.  Around 90 
percent of the soft and squelchy bogs and 
marshes have been lost over the last 1000 
years.  Healthy wetlands are a unique and 
vital habitat for wildlife and provide 
fantastic places for people to visit. 
 “Wetlands make important contributions 
to the quality of our lives.  They can be 
important natural flood defences, helping to 
filter and clean our water supplies; and 
peat bogs lock up dangerous green house 
gas emissions which contribute to climate 
change.  Since 2008 Natural England has 
allocated £6 million to conservation 
partners who are restoring these important 
landscapes.  From Morecambe Bay to the 
East Anglian Fens, projects are underway 
across the country to put the squelch back 
into the countryside.” 
 In addition to the £4million from Natural 
England, partners will allocate additional 
funds for their individual projects.  Over 
time these wetlands are expected to 
provide homes for spectacular and iconic 
species such as bittern and crane; white 
faced darter and large heath butterfly; 
water voles and eels; and rare plant 
communities of fens and raised bogs. 
 Sue Armstrong-Brown, RSPB head of 
countryside conservation, said: “Wetland 
habitats are very special places because 
not only are there many species which rely 
on them, but they will also play an 
important role in helping us adapt to 
climate change.  The funding that has been 
announced today will be a real boost for 
our efforts to restore lost wetlands and 
protect existing habitats through a range of 
exciting projects across the UK. 
 “The Wetland Vision is more relevant 
now than ever because there are some 

really big changes taking place in the way 
we manage water, including the EU‟s 
Water Framework Directive and the 
Government‟s Floods and Water Bill which 
will come up in parliament later this year. 
We now have a shared vision of where we 
want our wetlands to be by 2050, and if we 
can achieve that we will have done 
something amazing for our natural world.” 
 The Environment Agency is delighted 
with the news of this extra funding for 
wetlands. Alastair Driver, Conservation 
Policy Manager said "The Environment 
Agency is a key deliverer of the Wetland 
Vision for England, and we are well 
underway with an ambitious programme of 
large-scale wetland habitat creation, with 
200 hectares of freshwater wetland habitat 
created in 2008/09 and a further 700 
hectares to be created over the next two 
years. 
 He added: "This extra £4M from Natural 
England, enables the Wetland Vision 
partnership to deliver even more new 
habitat at some of our project sites, as well 
as at other sites which are not on the 
Agency's programme, thus improving the 
overall quality and quantity of England's 
wetland resource." 
 Wetland projects to receive funding 
over the next two years include the East 
Anglian fens, Humberhead Levels, 
Midlands Meres and Mosses, Morecambe 

Bay Wetlands, the Somerset Levels and 
the River Till in Northumberland* 
 The East Anglian fens will receive 
£528k to help Norfolk Wildlife Trust create 
a new 97ha mosaic of reedbed, fen and 
floodplain grazing marsh on former arable 
land within their Wissey Living Landscape 
area near Downham Market.  This new 
area will expand on wetland creation 
already underway nearby to provide a 
significant 175ha „stepping stone‟ for 
wildlife, helping it adapt and move in the 
face of future climate change and linking 
with other major Fens-region wetlands to 
the south and west. 
 Natural England will also provide funds 
(£130k) for a second year for the wetland 
habitat creation project in the south 
Lincolnshire fenlands.  Here the project 
objective is the re-establishment of a large 
area of fenland for people and wildlife in 
southern Lincolnshire - centred on the 
nationally important Baston and Thurlby 
Fens Nature Reserves & Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI).   
 The Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust has 
secured an area of land at Willow Tree 
Farm enabling this long term objective to 
be realised and the Natural England 
funding will help in the purchase and 
management of this land for wildlife. The 
membership of the South Lincolnshire 
Fenlands Partnership will include the 
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Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Natural 
England, Environment Agency, 
Lincolnshire County Council, Lincolnshire 
FWAG, South Kesteven District Council, 
South Holland District Council, Welland & 
Deepings IDB, Waterside Garden Centre, 
and community representatives. 
 The Humberhead levels is an area 
spreading over 2000 square kilometres, a 
flat landscape of big skies, wetlands and 
mainly arable farmland criss-crossed with 
rivers and dykes.  Since the 17th century, 
large areas of its important wetlands have 
been lost due to drainage schemes and 
extraction of peat and coal.  
 Natural England‟s funding (£594k) will 
contribute to a series of linked projects 
which have been identified by the 
Humberhead Levels Partnership, which will 
create and restore 167ha of wetland 
habitat, towards their overall target of 
2320ha for the Humberhead levels.  The 
scheme involves Natural England, the 
Environment Agency, RSPB, Lincolnshire, 
Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire Wildlife 
Trusts, the Burnet Trust and Isle of 
Axholme IDB all working closely together to 
achieve the vision for the Humberhead 
levels wetlands. 
 The West Midlands Meres and Mosses 
comprise one of the most significant 
wetland landscapes in lowland Britain, 
extending over a large part of southern 
Cheshire and northern parts of Shropshire 
and Staffordshire.  The condition of the 
constituent sites (of which there are 
hundreds) is generally poor, with many 
once-linked wetlands now isolated from 
one another other by intensive farmland 
and drained peat.  
 This project aims to restore and 
reconnect the Meres and Mosses 
landscape. Natural England is funding 
£486k towards restoration work with 
English Heritage, the Wildlife Trusts, the 
RSPB and Local Authorities on a number 
of the mosses, meres and grazing marsh to 

achieve immediate biodiversity gain for 
lowland raised bog, fen and wet grassland 
habitats. 
 Natural England is contributing £1.05m 
and working with the Environment Agency, 
RSPB, Cumbria Wildlife Trust, the Forestry 
Commission, The National Trust, Cumbria 
Tourism and Lancashire and Blackpool 
Tourism to enhance the network of wetland 
sites around Morecambe Bay by securing 
and restoring existing wetland sites in the 
Lyth Valley, reedbed restoration at 
Leighton Moss RSPB reserve and 
restoration of 60ha lowland raised bog at 
Witherslack Mosses.  The focus is on 
restoration of grazing marsh and lowland 
raised bog where, in the face of a potential 
change in drainage, we are working to 
explore a future for the valley which would 
deliver long term benefits for both wildlife 
and the local economy. 
 The River Till floodplain in 
Northumberland is important in both a 
national and a European context with the 
river being designated a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest and a Special Area of 
Conservation. Natural England‟s funding 
(£133k) will assist the Tweed Forum, the 
Environment Agency and the Tweed 
Foundation to improve existing wetland 
habitats and create new ones within the 
catchment of the River Till under the River 
Till Floodplain Restoration Project, which 
was set up in 2006.  
 New biodiversity rich wetland habitats 
such as ponds and wet grassland will be 
created and some degraded mires and ox-
bow lakes will be restored.  The work will 
also enable the development of a new 
phase of work which provides an 
opportunity to work from hill to valley 
bottom for the wholesale management of 
areas within the wider catchment. 
 Natural England will be contributing 
£409k to two schemes in the Somerset 
Levels and Moors: the Somerset Wildlife 
Trust Brue Valley Living Landscapes 

Project which is 50% funded through the 
Water Adaption is Valuable for Everyone 
(WAVE) EU INTERREG Project, and the 
RSPB Middle Parrett floodplain restoration 
project.  
 Through land purchase and habitat 
management we will be restoring disused 
peat working sites to reedbed and 
enhancing other wetland habitats such as 
wet grassland for the benefit of a range of 
wetland species. This work will 
complement other habitat management 
across the Somerset levels in partnership 
with the Somerset Wildlife Trust, RSPB 
and Environment Agency which aims to 
bring back some of the lost wetland glory to 
this pre-eminent wetland landscape. 
 Wetlands are some of the most 
important landscapes on earth and they 
are under threat.  These landscapes 
provide vital wildlife habitats and public 
services. By increasing the natural capacity 
of the countryside to absorb and hold 
excess water, the risk of flooding could be 
decreased. The restoration and 
enhancement of peat bogs could prevent 
thousands of tonnes of carbon dioxide from 
being emitted into the atmosphere every 
year.  
 The Wetland Vision project unites five 
of the UK's leading environmental 
organisations in a bid to restore and re-
create a network of wetlands for the benefit 
of people and wildlife alike. Many of the 
projects will also benefit the historic 
environment, as protecting wetlands 
conserves buried archaeology and fragile 
and irreplaceable historical archives. 
 Natural England works for people, 
places and nature to conserve and 
enhance biodiversity, landscapes and 
wildlife in rural, urban, coastal and marine 
areas. We conserve and enhance the 
natural environment for its intrinsic value, 
the wellbeing and enjoyment of people, 
and the economic prosperity it brings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Watch Out – Tracy‟s About! 
 

Tracy Ball is currently in the 
process of inspecting, GPS plotting 
and tagging all of the trees on 
Broadland District Council's 
amenity sites , both those that they 
own and those that they manage.  
You may have recently seen her in 
your parish and wondered just what 
she was doing.  Well, now you 
know!! 

The work will enable the Council 
to keep a good record of all the 
trees they have and make it easier 
when instructing contractors or 
when they receive calls, etc.   

 There are around 1600 trees on 
amenity sites within the whole of 
Broadland, so it's a big project.  
However, Tracy will gradually be 
working her way round.  

She doesn't want people to start 
seeing tags appearing on trees 
within their parishes and wondering 
what they are. 
So, should you see Tracy out and 
about in your parish, put the kettle 
on! 

 

… Stop Press …  
  

I wish to thank everyone so 
much for the kind cards, 
letters, e-mails and calls I‟ve 
received following my heart 
attack.  It has been quite 
humbling and you will never 
know how grateful I am.  I 
guess that Steve told you all at 
the September meeting and it 
was so good of you to go to 
the trouble of getting in touch. 

In particular, I would like to 
thank Steve for visiting me and 
relieving my boredom over a 
cup of coffee one morning.  It 
was great to catch up with the 
latest news and it was just the 
tonic I needed. 

If I don‟t thank everyone 
personally during the coming 
weeks, please accept this 
“communal thank you.” 

Most Sincerely, 

John 

 

 

Our Next Meeting 
 
 Our next meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 7 October 2009 
starting at 19:00 sharo. 
 We shall meet in the Trafford 
Room at the Broadland District 
Council offices(where we used to 
meet) and all meetings will be held 
there until further notice. 
 Entrance will be via the fire 
door in the extreme north-east 
corner of the car park when 
entering the site.  Parking will be 
available along the eastern side of 
the site. 
 This coming meeting will be an 
open discussion on general topics, 
plus  Steve will be discussing the 
current situation regarding the 
'Community Woodland' at the 
Littlewood House site in Drayton 
visited last month and the Broads 
Authority Tree Warden Scheme. 
 Please bring along any 
requests for tree planting or other 
associated schemes plus any 
requests for plans etc.  
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Fruit Tree Holds Key to Malignant Cancers 
 
 

XTRACTS from a fruit tree found in many parts of the world have shown 
dramatic success in killing cancerous cells in the lung, breast, prostate, colon, 
liver, ovarian, cervical, breast, bladder and skin. The Annona tree family has 

over 110 species mostly growing in the wild with the main ones being Annona 
muricata found in the Amazon rainforest and the Annona cherimola, which is grown 
locally and known as matomoko.  

 A close relative of a well-
known fruit tree found in 
Ukambani, Taita and Voi could 
hold the key to a cure for some 
of the world‟s untreatable 
cancers. 
 Commonly known as soursop or 
custard apple, the plant belonging to the 
Annona species has shown dramatic 
success in destroying lung, breast, 
prostate, colon, liver, ovarian, cervical, 
breast, bladder and skin cancerous cells.  
 Laboratory studies funded by the United 
States government through the National 
Cancer Institute and National Institute of 
Health and carried out by Purdue 
University show that a chemical compound 
in the plant selectively kills cancerous cells, 
leaving healthy ones unscathed.  
 The most dramatic is a recent study by 
the Catholic University of South Korea and 
published in the Journal of Natural 
Products showing that an extract from the 
plant was 10,000 times more effective in 
killing colon cancer cells than the drug 
currently in use.  
 The Annona tree family has over 110 
species mostly growing in the wild in many 
parts of the world, with the main ones 
being Annona muricata found in the 
Amazon rainforest and the Annona 
cherimola, which is found locally and is 
commonly known as matomoko. 
 The tomoko fruits that grow in the drier 
parts of the country are much smaller 
compared to recent hybrids that grow in 
higher areas in parts of Murang‟a and 
Kirinyaga, in Central Kenya. 
 Mainly because of its abundance in the 
Amazon rainforest and proximity to major 
research institutions in the US, the 
Amazonian variety has received the 
biggest share of academic research and 
commercial attention.  
 As a result of this attention, the 
Amazonian Annona has spawned a global 
commercial brand, Graviola, which is being 
traded in many parts of the world as a 
health supplement. 
 The supplements, which are readily 
available on the Internet, are touted as the 
ultimate cure for a host of ailments. 
 However, other members of the tree 
family have been found to contain the 
chemical ingredient Annonaceus 
acetogenins, which is responsible for its 
anti-cancer activity. 
 This chemical ingredient, found in most 
parts of the plant but in different quantities, 
has been shown in laboratory tests to have 
strong anti-tumour properties even when 
administered in very small quantities. 
 Research reveals that the plant has 
been used for medicinal purposes, 
including curing of cancer, for thousands of 

years. However, it is only in the last two 
decades that the tree has attracted 
conventional researchers. 
 In Kenya, the fruit is quite popular, 
especially among the Asian community and 
foreigners and is readily available at the 
major markets in the city. Currently it is out 
of season.   

 “Matomoko are some of the best selling 
fruits in this market. My main customers 
are Asians, Arabs and even whites,” said 
Mr Eric Mutua, who has been in the 
business for the past seven years at the 
City Market.  
 At the Ngara open market in Nairobi, 
only one trader, Mr Simon Ndung‟u had a 
handful of custard apples for sale which he 
said were leftovers from the previous 
season. 
 Mr Ndung‟u said that his clients are 
usually herbalists. 
 “The herbalists say that if the fruit is 
crushed and mixed with pomegranate 

(Punica granatum) and other herbs, it can 
be administered as a cancer treatment,” 
said Mr Ndung‟u.  
 He sells one custard apple fruit for 
anything between Sh10 and Sh20, 
depending how affluent a client looks. 
 At major supermarkets, a kilogramme of 
the fruit sells for Sh200 while at the City 
Market one can buy a kilogramme for 
Sh150. 
 At open air markets like Ngara and 
Wakulima, a single fruit costs between 
Sh10 and Sh30.  
 Emerging scientific evidence, which is 
freely available on the Internet, and 
abundant online sales of Graviola health 
supplements for a myriad of health 
complications including cancers, may have 
emboldened some local herbalists in recent 
years to claim that they have the capacity 
to cure malignant tumours. 
 However, the director of Medical 
Services, Dr Francis Kimani has warned 
herbalists against advertising any such 
product without permission from the 
Pharmacy and Poisons Board. 
 Dr Kimani is emphatic that any person 
claiming to have a cure for chronic 
diseases such as cancer and others must 
register their products with the Medical 
Services ministry.  
 “The public must demand evidence of 
such registration before accepting 
treatment,” he said at a recent media 
briefing. 
 However, the fact that such herbalists 
can now cite some conventional scientific 
data to justify their claims could put the 
ministry in a sticky situation. 
 Several of the studies indicate that the 
active ingredient in the fruit, Annonaceus 
acetogenins, must be administered in very 
small doses otherwise it could be 
dangerous.  
 Some of the studies also warn that 
continued use of the compound could lead 
to the development of early Parkinson‟s 

E 

Extracts from a fruit tree 
found in many parts of the 
world have shown dramatic 
success in killing cancerous 
cells in the lung, breast, 
prostate, colon, liver, 
ovarian, cervical, breast, 
bladder and skin. The 
Annona tree family has over 
110 species mostly growing 
in the wild with the main 
ones being Annona muricata 
found in the Amazon 
rainforest and the Annona 
cherimola, which is grown 
locally and known as 
matomoko 
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The Ancient Tree Hunt - Tree of the Month 
 

Fallen Ash Tree,  

Marydown Copse, Somerset. 
 

 
For this month‟s Tree of the Month I 
have taken a slightly different 
perspective. This ash tree in 
Somerset easily makes it into the top 
ten that we have recorded in the 
Ancient Tree Hunt in terms of girth, 
coming in with a massive 6.50m.  

It was originally recorded back in 
June 2007 but unfortunately earlier 
on this year it fell during the  course 
of some particularly stormy weather.  
As you can see from the photos 
there is still a pretty impressive 
stump remaining and it certainly 
doesn't make it any less of a record.  

The trunk itself is completely hollow 
and our verifier who visited the tree, 
Jon Gadsden noted that it was being 
used by badgers or foxes as a 
meeting ground.  

The fallen tree will continue to be a 
home for many species and 
especially the bugs and beetles who 
rely on the rotting deadwood to live 

within.  

Disease, a degenerative disorder of the 
central nervous system.  
 This has been discovered to be 
particularly the case when people use the 
crushed seed instead of the leaves, bark or 
the fruit pulp recommended by 
researchers. 
 A city-based herbalist who requested 
anonymity for fear of antagonising the 
Pharmacy and Poisons Board and claimed 
to use matomoko for treating hypertension 
disagrees. 
 “This could be true with conventional 
medicines, which are highly refined, but not 
so if the product is administered in its 
natural form,” he said.  
 Dr Geoffry Mbijiwe of the Capito Herbal 
Clinic in Nairobi told the Nation on Friday: 
“Tomoko is a very common fruit. Though I 
have not used it for medicinal purposes, I 
am aware of the growing scientific interest 
in the fruit and hope any benefits from the 
research will be used responsibly.”  
 Although the research community has 
enough evidence that the tomoko family 
could greatly contribute to a miracle cancer 
treatment, it is still many years before a pill 
could be put on the market because of 

scientific challenges and red tape. 
 Research on the custard apple has so 
far failed to develop a patentable product. 
And since the natural extract cannot be 
patented, the pharmaceutical industry has 
to find a way to make a patentable product 
but which will not lose its anti-tumour 
properties. 
 If the development of another 
successful cancer treatment drug Taxol, 
from the Pacific yew tree is anything to go 
by, then sufferers could be in for a very 
long wait.  
 Taxol, one of the newer chemotherapy 
drugs, is an extract from the bark and 
needles of the yew tree, Taxus brevifolia, 
and is used in the treatment of ovarian, 
testis, breast, head, neck and lung 
cancers. 
 While it has taken researchers almost a 
decade to successfully chemically produce 
the main anti-tumorous ingredient, 
annonacin, from the custard apple, it took 
30 years to put the commercial product 
Taxol on the market. 
 Medical lobbyists who are accusing 
pharmaceutical companies of dragging 
their feet in availing what they call a 

miracle drug due to profit considerations, 
are suggesting that rich governments step 
in and help put the drug within reach of 
cancer sufferers. 
 They say rich governments could fund 
basic research like the US is doing through 
a body like the World Health Organisation 
which would ensure that generated 
scientific knowledge would be freely 
available to interested parties without 
paying for intellectual property rights. 
 Meanwhile, at a practical level Kenyans 
will continue buying Annona products from 
the Internet as health supplements or from 
the unregulated alternative medicines 
sector while the rest of the world makes a 
killing from the Graviola brand. 
 The flesh of the ripe tomoko is usually 
eaten by hand or scooped out with a 
spoon. Occasionally it is seeded and 
added to fruit salads or used for making ice 
cream.  
 The juice can also be diluted to make a 
refreshing drink. In some instances, the 
fruit has been fermented to produce an 
alcoholic beverage. 
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Help to Save the Celtic Rainforest 
 
 
 

 HAVE ALWAYS avoided publishing articles about the various appeals we all hear 
of.  As a member of the Woodland Trust, I am bombarded by them and, if I am 
honest, most go into the bin without a second glance.  You cannot support 

everything and after a while the effect of the appeals literature loses all effect. 

 However, I have just received 
details of an appeal from the 
Trust that immediately made me 
take out my cheque book.  We 
cannot possible miss the 
opportunity to purchase a large 
part of the Celtic Rainforest. 
 The Trust has embarked on a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to raise £865,000 to 
purchase nearly 1000 acres of land in the 
Snowdonia National Park in North Wales.  
 The site is a global hidden gem.  
Fragments of native woodland doggedly 
remain despite the dominance of conifers 
and the prevailing damp conditions help 
mosses, liverworts and lichens to thrive.  
 Ray Woods, a recognised lichen expert 
who works for Plantlife, describes the 
remaining area of native woodland:  
 “It can rain on 200 days a year. You‟ve 
heard of the rainforests. This is the Celtic 
rainforest and it‟s even rarer than the 
tropical rainforest and probably more 
threatened. If just one of these trees goes 
we‟ll lose the lichens with it. Once gone, it 
will be incredibly difficult to get them back.”  
 Trust spokesperson Rory Francis said it 
was a matter of urgency as the money 
needed to be raised by the end of the year.  
 "This is a top priority for the Woodland 
Trust across the UK so we're really hoping 
we can succeed but it's an amazing 
mountain to climb," he said.    
 "The Woodland Trust has got nearly a 
quarter of a million members and 
supporters across the 
whole of Britain, people 
who care passionately 
about woodland and 
people who want to help 
us to make a difference 
for our native woodland.  
 "We're really hoping 
that not just our 
members but other 
people as well will 
respond to help make 
this possible."  
 He said the project 
would be the biggest of 
its type for the trust 
outside Scotland.  
 "It's an amazing 
opportunity and it would 
be a dreadful shame if 
we failed to raise the 
money we need," he 

added.  
 The Trust's operations manager in 
Wales, Eryl Roberts, said: "Our long-term 
aim would be to transform the valley from 
the mixture of conifers - largely conifers 
that are planted in the woodland now - and 
transform that into a mixed woodland.  
 "[We want] a lot more oak woodland, 
bringing back the oak woodland that would 
have been in this valley centuries ago."  
 While the valley could attract more 
visitors if the Trust's plans are successful, 

the charity is keen to preserve the peace 
and quiet it offers.  
 "We would like people to visit the valley 
but we don't want to make it such a place 
that the visiting would destroy the 
tranquillity of the valley which is part of its 
charm and attractiveness at the moment," 
said Mr Roberts.  
 "We would want to encourage people to 
come here for a walk, not to bring their cars 
up here, and just enjoy the quietness of the 
valley." 

 Public support is vital 
to this project.  With 
public help the Trust can 
gradually remove the 
confiers and protect the 
pockets of native trees 
by planting oak, ash and 
rowan.  
 Thanks to its 
supporters, the Trust 
has already reached 
over half of its target 
since the campaign was 
launched in May, though 
there is some way to go 
in realising the 
ambitious challenge.  
 By making a 
donation today, you are 
helping to safeguard the 
future of this global 
treasure.

I 
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Correspondence 

Your Letters and E-mails 
 

 
 

AST MONTH‟S Broadsheet provoked the largest response I‟ve ever had to an 
article!!  It was the article about the first meeting of the Broads Authority Tree 
Wardens that made several of you contact me with your comments and passions 

appear to be running a little high. 

 I am definitely pleased to 
receive such a bumper mail 
bag, but I have to say that you 
appear to have misunderstood 
things.  I hope to be able to 
clear them up here. 
  

ET ME START with an e-mail I 
received from Mike Stephenson, 
the Marsham Tree Warden. 

 
I have as usual read Broadsheet 73 

with great interest but I am sorry to see that 
the map you included to illustrate the 
Broads Authority article missed out Hardley 
Mill, north of Loddon.  Considering we got 
5 minutes on Look East in April when we 
put the new cap on and hope to the sails 
fitted with their shutters next month and 
have them turning on occasion it seems a 
pity that the Broads Authority don’t have 
better maps.  (I think they gave us some 
money for the work). 

Working on this mill is why I have 
missed most of the meetings for the last 
three years. 

Regards 

Mike Stephenson 
  
 Well Mike, the fault is not that of the 
Broads Authority.  You have to blame me. 
 If you take a closer look at the map in 
question, you will see that it has the title 
“The Norfolk Broads”.  It doesn‟t actually 
say that it is the Broads Authority area.  On 
reflection, I should have made that clear. 
 I simply downloaded a map of the 
Norfolk Broads (having Googled “Norfolk 
Broads + map”) with which to illustrate the 
article. 
 So Mike, please don‟t blame the Broads 
Authority.  Blame me! 
 I apologise for any offence I may have 
caused. 
 

Y ARTICLE did some good 
actually.  Old Crootie read it and 
went to writing lessons so that 

he could give me his opinion (as if I care 
about his opinions!!!!!).  Now that he 
can write, he will be closer to being a 
member of the human race!! (But not 
that close!!). 
 

You swine man, John Fleetwood! On 
your map depicting The Broads Authority 
area, you have left out the most important 
place, Coltishall!! I think some skull 
duggery is going on!! 

Seriously. Apart from that serious 
omission, congrats on a good Broadsheet. 
 Cheers, Crootie 
  
 The most important place?  Coltishall?  
Where‟s Coltishall? 
 Seriously though Crootie old son, I have 
to give you the same reply as I gave to 
Mike Stephenson…and the apology I 
guess (as much as they grieves me!!). 
 However, is it really my fault if I can‟t 
find a map with Coltishall on?  Does one 
exist? 
  

Y ARTICLE also prompted Tony 
Codling from Horstead to 
contact me.  However, Tony had 

a different and more worrying matter to 
raise. 
 
Hi John. 

 It’s good news that the Broads 
Authority are having a Tree Warden 
scheme. 

It was the first I heard of it when I got 
Broadsheet.  Wardens won’t be there if 
they know nothing about it. 

It would be of interest to me as 
Horstead is in part of the Broads area.  
When I see work being done on trees or 
being felled I don't know if they have got 
consent to do so. 

I would be interested to have their 
contact numbers.  

I hope you and your family are well and 
I just have to remind you that we all 
appreciate what a great job you do with 
Broadsheet. 

Best wishes,  

Tony Codling 

Horstead Tree Warden. 
  
 I am really surprised that you didn‟t 
know about this Tony.  However, I think I 
may know why. 
 The Broads Authority wrote to all Parish 
Councils within its area several months 
ago, asking if they would be interested in 
having a Tree Warden in their scheme.  
They wrote to all Parish Clerks. 
 Could it be that the letter from the 
Broads Authority was considered by your 
Council, but you didn‟t know about it?  
Perhaps they thought that as you are a 
Warden that keeps up to date with matters, 
you would know all about it and there was 
no need to contact you about it.  I know 
that happened to a couple of other people. 
 Can I suggest that you speak to your 
Parish Clerk Tony?  Check that the Council 
received the letter and, if not, let Ben Hogg 

know.  I‟ve already sent you the contact 
numbers required. 
 Please let us know how you get on and, 
finally, many thanks for the kind words you 
included at the end of your mail.  They are 
very much appreciated. 
 

INALLY, I received a mail from Ben 
Hogg in response to the article.  I 
sent both him and Stephen 

Hayden copies of Broadsheet so they 
could see what I had written. 
 Stephen acknowledged receipt and 
then Ben sent me the following mail. 
 
Hello John, 

Thanks for copying us in and thanks for 
the plug in Broadsheet. I would be happy to 
write a piece for a future edition although 
next month may be tight as I am away for a 
fortnight end of next week. Do you have a 
monthly deadline? If so could you forward it 
to me. I am not sure about hosting a 
regional forum I would hate as newcomers 
to put anyone’s nose out of joint - until we 
establish how we are going to fit in with the 
existing schemes a bit more - it may be a 
little premature!! 

Grateful for your support and 
enthusiasm John, 

Kind regards, 

Ben Hogg 
 

I‟ve replied to Ben and told him not to 
worry about deadlines.  I will be delighted if 
he will just write something at his leisure 
and I will simply include it in the next 
available issue. 

I hope that when Ben reads this issue 
he will see that there is enthusiasm there 
(believe me Ben, Broadsheet doesn‟t 
normally receive a mailbox like this!!!).  
Most important though, how many other 
Tree Wardens are like Tony and have only 
learned about the Broads Authority scheme 
via Broadsheet? 

Perhaps the Broads Authority could 
ask the existing Tree Warden scheme co-
ordinators for a list of existing Tree 
Wardens and mail them direct. 

In any case, I think it is really great that 
Ben and Stephen are creating this scheme 
and I am sure that it will be successful.  I 
wish them all the best with it and pledge 
my full support in any way I can help. 

Can I ask readers to follow up these 
letters or e-mails to Broadsheet with their 
views on the Broads Authority scheme? 
Maybe you have some suggestions for Ben 
and Stephen.  

Best joined up writing now Crootie.

L 

L 

M 

M 

F 
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News From Broadland District 
Council‟s Conservation Team 

 
Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and 
Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 
 

 

App No Address Species / Requested Works 
Received/ 
Decision  

20090361 7 Church Close, Coltishall Beech - crown lift and reduce stem by 30%. 20/03/09 

20090470 21 Shooters Close, Taverham 
Reduce overhanging limbs back to boundary.  
Crown lift by removal of lower branches to clear 
garage and extension.  Crown thin by 25%. 

08/04/09 

20090908 6 Lake View Drive, Brundall 

T1 oak - 5% crown raise and 10% crown thin and 
reduce one lower limb by 10%                                 
T2 oak - crown raise by 5% and crown thin by 10%  
T3 oak - crown thin by 10% and reduce limb over 
garden by 15%                                                          
T4 pine - remove 

Granted 

20090954 88 Charles Close, Wroxham Conifer – fell. Granted 

20090993 12 Princess Beatrice Close, Hellesdon 

Cherry (marked A on submitted photos) - 1 Stem 
removal.                                                             
Cherry (marked B on submitted photos) - 2 x branch 
removal.                                                                
Tree marked C in submitted photos - rotten stem 
removal   

Split decision 

20091007 3 Greyfriars Close, Old Catton 
Corsican pine - remove suspended branch in upper 
crown, dead wood and structurally weak branches. 
reduce lower branch over beech tree by 25%.   

Granted 

20091008 Shelley, Gashouse Hill, Aylsham Fell two blue Atlas cedar at front of property. No objection 

20091009 The Granary, 45 School Road, Reepham 

Remove small pear tree.                                       
Lop two cherry trees back to main trunks.       
Reduce apple tree in diameter and height of the 
crown by 50%. 

No objection 

20091024 Catton Court, St Faiths Road, Old Catton 
Various crown lifts, minor reductions and crown 
cleans. See application for details. 

Granted 

20091026 
Wychways, 2 Beech Court Beech Avenue, 
Taverham 

Remove Leyland cypress.  Reduce selective side 
laterals of adjacent oak by 1.5m. 

Granted 

20091027 50 Bircham Road, Reepham 

Sweet chestnut - undertake formative pruning by the 
reduction of limbs overhanging the footpath by no 
more than 1 metre.  Crown lift to a height of 
approximately 2 metres. 

Granted 

20091029 Woodacre, Beech Road, Wroxham 
Sweet chestnut - re-pollard.                                  
Oak - reduce left-hand lateral (viewed from garden). 

Split decision 

20091031 The Dell, 42 Wood Lane, Burgh And Tuttington 
T1 ash - undertake crown reduction of 2 metres from 
the branch ends.                                                      
T2 hawthorn – remove. 

No objection 

20091063 Victoria Plantation, Taverham Road, Taverham 

Oak 04579 on the submitted plan - raise and reduce 
low branches over the road and footpath to legal 
height and remove major deadwood over the public 
highway.                                                                    
Ash 04580 on the submitted plan – fell.           
Hawthorn 04582 on the submitted plan – fell. 

Granted 

20091064 The Maltings, Millgate, Aylsham 
Sycamore – fell.     Hawthorn - fell (dead).                 
3 semi mature ash and beech – fell.                    
Field maple x 6 - remove or coppice. 

18/08/09 

20091066 Bay Tree House, The Street, Halvergate 
Leyland cypress x 7 – remove.                           
Hawthorn - reduce by 25%.                                    
Willow and Cotoneaster – remove.   

19/08/09 
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20091067 The White House, 19 Cromer Road, Aylsham 

Norway maple - reduce crown by 1.3m, shape 
crown and remove 1 lower branch.                 
Sycamore - raise crown by 4/5 lowest branches.  
Holly - lift crown from roof of outbuilding.           
Apple trees - remove any new shoots which are 
badly positioned.                                                     
Hazel - Remove 2. 

No objection 

20091081 33 Finch Way, Brundall 

London plane (T22) - raise drooping skirt of canopy 
to 2m and raise canopy of drooping skirt of canopy 
to the same level round the trunk and particularly to 
the east half.  Where it is affecting the house slightly 
more reduction is necessary over the wall. 

Granted 

20091088 Cardinals Hat, Back Street, Reepham Silver birch - remove No objection 

20091089 15 Shakespeare Way, Taverham 

Oak (no1 on submitted plan) - partial reduction to 
lower/mid crown around southern side to remove 
low overhang / contact with roof and gutter.  
Proposed to reduce 3 branches to approx 4m from 
house, with minor pruning to small branches 
otherwise to achieve 

Granted 

20091091 6 Princess Beatrice Close, Hellesdon 
Sweet chestnut T1, sycamore T2 and horse-
chestnut T3- crown lift above building to prevent 
damage and remove epicormic growth.   

25/08/09 

20091094 7 Ames Court, Cawston, Norwich Eucalyptus - fell No objection 

20091106 125 Lower Street, Salhouse Oak - remove 02/09/09 

20091107 
Hungate Street Surgery, 60 Hungate Street, 
Aylsham 

Sycamore x 2 - remove 02/09/09 

20091108 1 Booton Road, Cawston 
T1 Sorbus - reduce spread by approx 2m to give 
clearance to 1 Booton Road and village sign. 

No objection 

20091109 Maingay House,  Abbots Close,  Aylsham 
T1 oak - crown thin by approx 10% tip back crown 
from 10-12 Town Lane by approx 2m. 

No objection 

20091124 Allotment Gardens, Norwich Road, Reepham 

Scots pine T5 – fell.                                       
Sycamore T6 - dismantle to ground.                     
Scots pine T8 - remove tree to ground level.         
Scots pine T12 - dismantle to ground.           
Sycamore T15 - dismantle to ground. 

Split decision 

20091126 3 Greyfriars Close, Old Catton Monterey cypress - fell 04/09/09 

20091129 26 Fakenham Road, Drayton 

Scots pine (1) - remove dead wood and ivy          
Oak (2) - crown lift to first major limb, a height of 3.5-
4m high and 10% crown reduction.                       
Oak (3) - crown lift to 6m to remove overhanging 
limb in to driveway.                                                 
Silver birch (4) - remove due to being diseased. 

04/09/09 

20091131 Northwood, 104 Lower Street, Salhouse 
Ash - crown reduction to prevent branches hitting 
neighbours roof. 

04/09/09 

20091136 Daisy Cottage, The Moor, Reepham Fir – remove. 08/09/09 

20091137 2 Parkside Drive, Old Catton 
T2 and T3 conifers – remove.                                                  
T4 and T5 yew trees - remove or coppice. 

09/09/09 

20091138 129 Spixworth Road, Old Catton 
T1 and T2 yew trees - raise canopy to 4m.              
T3 hazel - raise canopy to 3.5m. 

09/09/09 

20091140 46 Keys Drive, Wroxham 
Beech T1 - thin crown by 15% and raise to 5m.     
Oak T2 - raise crown by removing 2 lowest main 
branches. 

09/09/09 

20091161 8A South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew Sycamore x 2 - fell 10/09/09 

20091164 The Beeches, Gashouse Hill, Aylsham 
Beech x 2 - crown thin by 20% and crown lift to 
approx 2-3m above ground level. 

14/09/09 

20091170 Kanoni , 106 Lower Street, Salhouse 
Maple - reduce crown by removing new growth by 
back by about 1.5m. 

16/09/09 

 
 
 

Broadsheet is written by John Fleetwood, Brundall Parish Tree Warden. 
4 Oakhill, Brundall, NR13 5AQ.   

Telephone: Home 01603 716297 Mobile 07767 222568. E-mail johnwfleet@aol.com.   
Any views expressed are not necessarily those of Broadland District Council.   

All copyrights are acknowledged 

   

mailto:johnwfleet@aol.com

